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By Kylie Hatfield
At no other time in history has climate 
change been such a charged debate 
across the globe, and one that the 
Rotary Club of Wellington, NZ, is taking 
seriously. Having offset their carbon 
emissions, the club is now a Carbon 
Zero organisation and is sharing their 
experience to help other clubs reduce 
their carbon footprint.

With a membership of 125, the club 
formed a Climate Change Committee 
in May 2018 to take greater action to 
reduce their environmental impact.

“The Rotary Club of Wellington has a 
long history of being leaders of positive 
social change,” said committee chair 
Dr Roger Blakeley. “Our club members 
decided last year that climate change 
is the next big issue we should tackle.” 

The committee worked with club 
members to calculate their annual 
carbon footprint, including carbon 
emissions of members travelling to and 
from meetings and other club events, 
and their use of electricity, food and 
waste at venues. The annual total for 
the club in 2018-19 was 7.5 tonnes of 
carbon dioxide. 

“To offset the carbon emissions, the 
club has purchased eight tonnes of 
carbon credits from Puhi Peaks Station, 

To find out more about how 
the Rotary Club of Wellington 

became a carbon-neutral 
organisation, contact the club’s 

Climate Change Committee 
chair Roger Blakeley via  

roger.blakeley@outlook.com

Kaikoura, in the South Island of New 
Zealand. These carbon credits are 
considered ‘gold standard’ for growing 
native forest with the biodiversity 
benefit of protecting endangered 
native birds,” Roger said.

“At a cost of $34.10 per tonne, the 
purchase of carbon credits for 2018-
19 has a modest total cost of $273. 
This is being  funded by voluntary 
contributions from club members.”

The c lub worked with Toi tu 
Envirocare to provide  independent 
carboNZero certification and the audit 
process included the submission of a 
plan by the club to gradually reduce 
their carbon emissions in future years.

Although the club’s footprint is 
small, the greatest impact will come 
from informing and influencing other 
Rotary clubs in New Zealand, Australia 
and globally. 

“The project is not just about 
achieving net zero carbon emissions 
by the club; it also aims to increase 
awareness among our members of the 
personal actions and decisions each of 
us can take to reduce our own and our 
household’s carbon footprint through 
actions on transport, energy, food and 
waste,” Roger said.

“We are writing up a case study on 

our experience, which could be helpful 
guidance for other organisations 
wanting to follow our lead. Our club’s 
modest efforts could be multiplied 
many times to become a significant 
contribution to the global effort to 
combat climate change.”

The  Ca rbon  Ze ro  i n i t i a t i v e 
complements the club’s two visionary 
forest projects, which include planting 
100,000 native trees as part of the 
Forest at the Heart of Wellington 
initiative, and the creation of the Rotary 
Peace, Remembrance and Community 
Forests Trust, which is applying to the 
New Zealand Government’s Billion 
Trees Fund, aiming to plant one million 
trees over the next three years. 

Wellington 
leading 
charge for 
climate 
change
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Living for 
Climate

The Rotary Club of Mosman, NSW, is taking a 
leadership role in the community through its 
Living for Climate project, aimed at reducing 
individuals’ personal carbon footprint.

The project is the brainchild of the 
club’s community service director, Surinder  
Kumar Jain.

“By making some very simple changes 
in your l ife, you can reduce carbon 
emissions and help save the earth for future 
generations,” Surinder said.

“Our climate is changing. There are many 
causes and many solutions. There are many 
activists asking others – governments, 
industry, etc. – to change their ways, but this 
project is not about these activists or their 
activities. The project is for those who take 
responsibility for their own actions.”

The project asks ordinary citizens to 
voluntarily make small but easy changes 
in their lives in order to reduce their own 
carbon footprint.

The club has devised a list of suggested 
changes and a calculator that allows you to 
see how much difference you are making to 
reduce your carbon footprint. Club members 
and individuals in the community are asked 
to pick and choose which of these changes 
they have already made or intend to make. 
Once the form is completed and submitted, 
participants are entered into a competition 
organised by the club.

The Rotarian who makes the maximum 
savings in his/her carbon footprint will be 
awarded a plaque and Climate Champion 
certificate. All non-Rotarians who participate 
will be awarded a certificate in recognition 
of their participation. The award ceremony/
public event will be held in March.

Anyone can enter the award competition 
by making their  c l imate pledge at  
www.australians.com/living-for-climate. 

Avoid stop-overs on 
long-haul flights
Taking a direct long-haul 
flight instead of a stop-over 
saves approximately 1325kg of 
carbon emissions per year.

Avoid air travel 
within Australia
Avoiding domestic flights 
saves approximately 230kg 
of carbon emissions per 
flight per year.

Make your next 
car a hybrid
Replacing your 
regular car with 

a hybrid car saves 
1730kg of carbon 
emissions per year.

Avoid the 
clothes dryer

Hanging clothes on the line 
instead of using the clothes 
dryer saves approximately 

280kg of carbon 
emissions per year.

CARBON 
COMBATTING 

TIPS
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Take public transport to work
Swapping driving for public transport 
for an average distance of 25km saves 
184kg of carbon emissions per day.

Avoid one 
long-haul 
flight a year
Avoiding one long-
haul flight a year 
saves an average of 
5300kg of carbon 
emissions per year.

Replace all lights with LEDs
Replacing all household bulbs  

with LED bulbs saves 
approximately 470kg of carbon 

emissions per year. Install a solar array
Installing solar panels saves 
approximately 1300kg of 
carbon emissions per KW 
per year.

Halve your use of air 
conditioning
Running your air 
conditioner only half the 
time saves approximately 
930kg of carbon emissions 
per year.

Increase the 
thermostat in summer

Increasing the thermostat 
setting on your air 

conditioner by one or two 
degrees saves approximately 

40kg of carbon emissions 
per degree per year.

Adopt a plant-based diet 
(except dairy)
Converting to a vegetarian diet 
saves approximately 940kg of carbon 
emissions per year.

Reduce 
household 
food waste  
by 50%
Cutting your 
food waste in 
half reduces 
approximately 
330kg of carbon 
emissions per year.

Compost all non-meat food scraps
Composting all non-meat food scraps 
reduces carbon emissions by approximately 
170kg per year.

Walk locally
Walking 3kms a week 

instead of driving saves 
29kg of carbon emissions 

per week.

Switch household electricity 
to GreenPower
Ask your electricity provider to 
switch you to GreenPower and save 
approximately 5900kg of  
carbon emissions per year.

Only eat dairy 
products once 

a week
Reducing your dairy 

consumption to 
once a week saves 

approximately 
150kg of carbon 

emissions per year.

Have one less 
car in the family
Having one less 
family car saves 
1800kg of carbon 
emissions per year.

Adopt a vegan diet
Converting to veganism 

saves approximately 
1300kg of carbon 
emissions per year.

Only eat meat 
once a week

Reducing your meat 
consumption to once a week 
saves approximately 690kg 

of carbon emissions  
per year.

Decrease the 
thermostat  
in winter

Reducing the thermostat 
setting on your air 
conditioner by one 

or two degrees saves 
approximately 150kg 

of carbon emissions per 
degree per year.
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New Zealand is waging a war against predator pests.
Landcare ecologists estimate that rats, stoats and possums 
kill 25 million native birds a year. In an island paradise that 
was once home to over 100 endemic, unique bird species 
– including the now-endangered kiwi – this is a tragedy 
for future generations of nature lovers.

But a predator free movement is sweeping the country 
as we realise we are the last generation that can save 
New Zealand’s unique native bird, bat and insect species.

Predator Free 2050 is an ambitious goal to rid New 
Zealand of the most damaging introduced predators 
that threaten the nation’s natural taonga, economy and 
primary sector. The program brings together central and 
local government, iwi, philanthropists, non-government 
organisations, businesses, science and research 
organisations, communities, landowners and individuals.

New Zealand Rotary clubs are also getting behind 
predator free initiatives, with conservation projects that 
are now achieving excellent results.

Victory Over Vermin
In 2015, the Wellington City Council approached the 
Rotary Club of Wellington with a request to partner with 
them to set up a vermin trapping initiative in the Mt 
Victoria town belt.

Rats, mice, stoats, weasels and hedgehogs were 
decimating the bird life and, if they could be eliminated, 
it would allow the bird life to return to the bush.

Donna Dentice agreed to become the club’s 
representative and, in February 2016, she and Tim Park, 
the Wellington City Council Partnership Officer, ran the 
initial meeting of volunteers. Twelve people answered 
that call and the project, called Victory Over Vermin, got 
underway.

Funding was provided by the council (in kind) and the 
Rotary Club of Wellington, with Rotary district funds also 
accessed.

The first traps were set up in October 2016, and from 
small beginnings huge progress has been made.

There are currently 366 traps spread across Mt Victoria/
Matairangi. The town belt is divided into areas, and each 
of these has a dedicated group of trappers who set up 
and monitor the traps regularly. 

Since the project began, the group has caught 14 
weasels, 1384 rats, 140 hedgehogs and 2698 other 
beasties, mainly mice. Bird life has increased significantly 
over the past three years; a resident flock of kãkã is 
hanging about, the Ruru call is heard most nights, and 
the tui population has taken off. This is in direct contrast 
to a few years ago, when the only recognisable bird life 
seemed to be magpies.

images Pictured: Small 
weka chicks shelter 
behind a rat trap, 
oblivious to the 

protection it provides 
in keeping predator 

numbers down.
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images Pictured: Who knew rodents were so entertaining! Sylvie 
Wilkinson, of the Rotary Club of Pakuranga, introduces Mayor 

of Auckland City Phil Goff to Rattus Rotarius.

“This is a great example of the 
difference Rotary can make,” Donna 
said. 

“The project needed an initial 
champion to get it off the ground 
and the Rotary Club of Wellington 
(in partnership with the City Council) 
provided that impetus. 

“As the project developed, the local 
community stepped up, not only for 
the operational work, but also to take 
on leadership responsibilities. This has 
enabled us to step back from day to 
day involvement in the project and, as 
was always intended, we have now 
largely handed the project over to the 
local community.”

The project continues to make a real 
and significant difference to a natural 
environment that is used heavily by the 
urban dwellers of Wellington.

Rotary Rats
Fourteen months of hard work came 
together at the Eco Festival in the 
Howick Village, Auckland, in June 
2019, when the first phase of the local 
Rotary Pest Free program was rolled 
out to the community.

The initiative was the brainchild 
of then president Duncan Loney and 
Sylvie Wilkinson, of the Rotary Club of 
Pakuranga, following an address by Ed 
Chignell, CEO of Predator Free 2050.

Much effort has gone into gaining 
the support of three other local 
Rotary clubs, two Lions clubs, Friends 
of Mangemangeroa, enviro schools, 
biosecurity and council, working 
together to develop the program, 
including the establishment of a Trap 
Library. An electronic trap registration 
system has been set up, and the 
University of Auckland is collecting 
data on catch numbers.

With funding from the Howick 
Local Board, hundreds of rat, possum 
and stoat traps were purchased and 
prepared for no-charge loaning. 

The level of interest from the 700 
locals attending the Eco Festival 
surprised Rotarians, with over 100 
traps loaned out in the first couple of 

hours. Many more requests followed.
One of the guests was Phil Goff, 

Mayor  of  Auckland Ci ty,  who 
congratulated the club on this 
worthwhile community project. Sylvie 
introduced him to Rattus Rotarius, the 
fun mascot for the group. What Sylvie 
actually said to the Mayor remains 
between the two, but the photo 

below certainly demonstrates that 
even Rotary rat-catching can have a 
lighter side!

Restoring birdlife in 
Kopurererua Valley Wetland
Established in 2005 by the Rotary 
clubs of Tauranga, Tauranga Te Papa, 
Otumoetai and Tauranga Sunrise, the 

images Pictured: Local students help out with the Victory Over Vermin predator traps.
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restoration of Kopurererua Valley is an 
ongoing project of the District 9930 
Rotary Centennial Trust to restore a 
large area of wetland in Kopurererua 
Valley at the entrance to the city of 
Tauranga.

Since then, the trust has raised 
more than $1 million to help in the 
360-hectare restoration project; one of 
the largest urban wetland regeneration 
projects in Australasia. 

The trust works c losely with 
Tauranga City Council, Bay of Plenty 
Regional Council and local iwi, with 
Rotarians and community members 
planting thousands of trees each year. 
More than 200,000 trees and wetland 
species have been planted to date.

“This is an outstanding collaborative 
project, with a major river realignment 
costing several million dollars due 
to get underway in 2020,” Rotary 
Centennial Trust chair Andrew von 
Dadelszen said. “The valley is seen 
as a wonderful taonga for the whole 
community.”

In order to restore birdlife in the 
wetland, introduced predator species 
must be controlled. The trust has 
installed more than 200 rodent 
bait stations to ensure eggs and 
young chicks laid in the area have 
the opportunity to grow up. Rotary 
members monitor and replace these 
stations regularly.

E v e r y  s e c o n d 
week, members of 
the Rotary  Clubs 
of  Tauranga and 
Tauranga Te Papa 
walk a one kilometre 
s e c t i o n  o f  t h e 
wetland to check 
stations in the area. 

“ P r i o r  t o  o u r 
invo lvement ,  the 
local council paid 
t o  h a v e  t h e s e 
stations checked,” 
sa id pres ident of 
the  Ro ta r y  C lub 
o f  Tauranga  Bev 
Tagg. “The stations 

are supplied by the council and are 
enclosed so as not to harm other 
animals. If a trap goes missing, we 
replace it. Just recently we moved 
some and added others, dependent 
on the amount of bait that was eaten.

“The checks take about one hour 
and make for a very pleasant walk on 
a beautiful day.”

Predator Free Bay of Plenty
Predator Free Bay of Plenty is a 
community-led, backyard 
trapping initiative that 
aims to bring native birds, 
insects and lizards back 
to the suburbs and help 
make NZ predator free by 
2050.

The project aims to get a backyard 
trap into one in five houses in 
suburban Tauranga and Western Bay 
of Plenty – around 12,000 traps, which 
is how many it will take to turn the 
table on pests.

To date, more than 1600 trappers 
have been secured, with almost 2800 
pests removed.

A collaboration between Envirohub 
Bay of Plenty, the Bay of Plenty 
Regional Council, Tauranga City 
Council, Western Bay of Plenty District 
Council and the Bay Conservation 
Alliance, the Rotary Club of Tauranga 
came on board in 2018. An initial 
200 rat traps were built at the local 
Mens’ Shed, with a further 500 built 
over three successive Saturdays with 
assistance from the Rotary clubs of 
Tauranga Te Papa, Otumoetai and 
Tauranga Sunrise.

These were then distributed to 
families around Tauranga.

Kills are logged on a national 
website at www.trap.nz, which, at 
the time of print, showed 2035 active 
project groups adding 1,629,943 
records, with 136,806 total pests killed 
to-date. 

images Pictured: Members of the Rotary Club of Tauranga check baits in Kopurererua Valley.

images Pictured: Over three successive Saturday 
mornings, members of the Rotary Club of 

Tauranga constructed 500 wooden rat traps to 
be distributed to families around Tauranga. 


