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IN SIGHT
R100

Each month, from now until the big event in 2021, Rotary Down Under 
will feature a snapshot of projects, events and tasty bites of history 
to spread the good word and inspire you to jump on board and help 

celebrate 100 years of Rotary ‘Down Under’. Watch this space!

THE ECONOMIC 
UPSIDE OF ROTARY 
GIVE EVERY CHILD 
A FUTURE

DELIVERING  vaccines not only 
saves lives, but can have a positive 
impact on an economy, freeing up 
a nation’s health dollars. While this 
is a well-known fact, the problem 
for developing countries is that the 
introduction of any new vaccine is 
very expensive. Frequently, the funds 
are just not available upfront to invest 
in purchasing the necessary supplies, 
obtaining cold chain equipment 
and training local public health 
professionals. 

This is where Rotary comes in for the 
Pacific Island countries covered by the 
Australasian centenary project Rotary 
Give Every Child A Future (RGECAF). 

“We will fund that expensive 
introductory phase of three life-saving 
vaccines into the national immunisation 
schedules of five countries: The Cook 
Islands, Kiribati, Nauru, Niue and Tokelau, 
as a comprehensive life-saving package 
delivered in partnership with UNICEF,” 
RGECAF project director James Allen said. 

In addition, RGECAF will support 
UNICEF’s role in Samoa, Tonga, 
Tuvalu and Vanuatu, where the Asian 
Development Bank is providing finance 
to those governments for the same set 
of vaccines. And, if you were wondering 
why low-income Pacific countries are not 

included in the project, they are already 
provided for by organisations like GAVI, 
The Vaccine Alliance, which funds the 
introduction of new and underused 
vaccines there.

“From experience, we expect to 
see a rapid fall in rates of, in particular, 
pneumococcal disease and rotavirus 
following the vaccines’ introduction; with 
subsequent falls in hospitalisations and 
doctor visits,” James said. “The money 
saved will then be available to those 
governments to fund the future purchase 
of vaccines through UNICEF’s vaccine 
procurement program. 

“Children will continue to be protected 
by these vaccines long after Rotary has 
delivered on our commitments, thus 
ensuring the sustainability of this project.”
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Want to make a 

mark on history?

We need a 
centenary logo!
In 2021, Rotary in Australia and New 
Zealand celebrates our first 100 years 
of service – and we need a powerful, 
engaging logo to help build our story.

So, we have created a logo competition 
to help make an impact.

What creativity can you conjure  
that captures the heart and soul of  
our centenary?

Separate designs for both New Zealand 
and Australia will be welcome. Or a design 
that covers both countries – a design that 
enhances Rotary’s broader branding. 

Everyone is welcome to enter – 
Rotarians, professionals, friends and family. 
And your story will be an important part of 
the logo’s launch. We are tapping into the 
passion and energy of volunteers, who will 
be rewarded simply with heartfelt thanks 
acknowledged by Rotary leaders. Your 
story will be part of our centenary story.

The competition is now open and 
closes on December 15. This is your 
chance to make a mark on history! 
Visit www.Rotary100DownUnder.com

WHAT SHOULD A R100 
CENTENARY LOGO DO?
• Create awareness of our centenary;
• Be symbolic for Australia, New Zealand 

or both;
• Be applicable for media, letterheads, 

banners/batons, jewellery and 
merchandise design;

• Target an audience that is principally 
Rotarians/Rotaractors but also the 
general public;

• Create pride about Rotary and 100 years 
of making a difference;

• Enhance Rotary International branding.

Of course, the financial benefits 
from the introduction of HPV 
vaccine will take longer to manifest. 
In the meantime, nations can be 
reassured that their rates of cervical 
and other HPV-related cancers will 
fall as the vaccine cohort moves  
through adulthood.

For those parents of very young 
children who get sick – or even die 
– from pneumococcal disease or 

rotavirus, and the families who lose 
mothers to HPV-related cancers, the 
economics mean nothing. For them 
it is the heartbreak of their loss, and 
we suspect this is the real reason so 
many Rotarians choose to donate 
funds to this project. 

Get in contact via  
rotary@everychildafuture.com  
if you have any questions.

WHAT CAN I DO?
The answer is spread the word and raise funds. 
• Visit everychildafuture.com for resources and to request a 

presentation for your club or conference.
• ‘Like’ www.facebook.com/everychildafuture and share their posts. 
• Make a personal donation (every $45 will vaccinate one child) and 

encourage your club to adopt Rotary Give Every Child A Future as its 
centenary project over the next few years. 

• Encourage your district to donate uncommitted District Designated 
Funds to RGECAF. Donations go into the project’s multiple global 
grants and are matched by The Rotary Foundation’s World Fund. 

(Photo: UNICEF Pacific)

HELP IS  
AT HAND

For more detailed information  
on the logo competition,  

download our guidelines at  
www.Rotary100DownUnder.com  

where you can find out more about the 
selection criteria, style guidelines, 

outputs, where to submit your 
creative ideas and more.
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THE post-war period, when the golden 
wheel had rolled out around New 
Zealand to 185 clubs and 10,000 
members by 1971, was fittingly capped 
off that year with Rotary’s golden 
jubilee celebrations. 

Rotary stalwart Fred Hall-Jones 
compiled a history, whi le New 
Zealand Post’s predecessor issued a 
commemorative stamp. The foundation 
clubs of Wellington and Auckland held 
reunion luncheons in June, which 
included the last surviving Wellington 
founding member, Sir John Ilott, while 
in Auckland charter members Jack 
Seabrook and Howard Lawry were 
joined by Bill Fowlds and John Rhodes, 
the son and grandson respectively of 
the founders. 

It was the start of a year of 
celebrations, culminating with a Golden 
Jubilee Conference at Rotorua in April 
1972, attended by 3000 Rotarians, and 

entertained on the opening night by 
the New Zealand Symphony Orchestra. 
Panels were conducted on ‘Rotary – An 
Ideal in Action’ led by former Rotary 
International president Harold Thomas, 
and on environmental responsibility, 
youth, economic and political influences 
in the Pacific, and a frank and lively 
discussion on public perceptions and 
the effectiveness of Rotary. 

The golden jubilee projects were 
certainly effective. The Rotary Club 
of Wellington’s gift to the city was 
a conservatory and garden court, 
which built upon former president Roy 
McKenzie’s theme of Civic Pride, while 
Auckland established a Golden Jubilee 
Charitable Trust. 

The central and southern North 
Island Districts of 293 and 294 each 
raised $50,000 Jubilee Trusts to serve 
communities in the Pacific, and the 
South Island clubs of District 298 funded 

a library for the new University of South 
Pacific in Fiji. Meanwhile, paediatrician 
Dr Ron Caughey persuaded his 
Auckland club, and later Auckland 
District 292, to raise $250,000 ($ today) 
to establish the National Children’s 
Health Research Foundation – better 
known today as Cure Kids, which 
remains the largest non-government 
funder of child health research in New 
Zealand and the Pacific. 

Rotary even got on television in 1971 
in the documentary Getting Together, 
which included scenes of Wellington 
Rotarians at lunch, contributing to the 
‘Sunshine Box’ and all singing ‘Happy 
Days Are Here Again’. Indeed, Rotary 
had enjoyed many happy days, but 
president Alan Gandell also reminded 
viewers of the changing times, stating, 
“Service organisations are challenged 
by the jet-age to be very effective and 
Rotary is trying to do just this.” 

ROTARY AT 50
1971
This month we look at how Rotary in 
New Zealand celebrated its Golden 
Jubilee in 1971 and note the continuity 
in the Mana Tangata People of Action 
centenary program planned for 2021.

images PICTURED: Rotary Club of Auckland charter members Howard Lawry 
and Jack Seabrook at a reunion luncheon in 1971.

HISTORY BITES

Rotary Youth Leadership 
Awards (RYLA) is a 
leadership program 
coordinated by Rotary 
clubs around the globe. 

It all started as 
Gundoo Week in 1959-
60 in Queensland. It 
was created as a festival 
highlighting local youth, 
organised in honour of 

a royal visit by Princess 
Victoria. RYLA has since 
become an opportunity 
to help the next 
generation of leaders 
define themselves and 
expand their skills. 

After the first RYLA, 
a participant summed 
up his experience in one 
word: Camelot. He wrote:
“If you know the story 
of King Arthur, you may 
recall that as King Arthur 

was dying in a young 
man’s arms, he turned 
to the youth and said, 
‘If you learn of anyone 
that has not heard of 
Camelot, tell them loudly 
and clearly that there 
really was that one wisp 
of glory called Camelot’.” 

RYLA aims to:
• Demonstrate Rotary’s 

respect and concern 
for youth;

• Provide an effective 

training experience 
for selected youth and 
potential leaders;

• Encourage leadership 
of youth by youth;

• Publicly recognise 
young people who are 
rendering service to 
their communities.

The program expanded 
when it was adopted by RI 
at the 1971 Convention in 
Sydney; the 50th anniversary 
of Rotary in Australia.

1960S: BIRTH 
OF RYLA


