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Grandparenting in Australia
According to the Raising Children Network, 22,500 families across 
Australia are made up of grandparents raising their grandchildren, 
either temporarily or on a permanent basis. More than 1600 of 
these grandparents live in Tasmania.

Many grandparenting families face complex legal, financial, 
health, social and relationship issues. Retirement plans are 
unexpectedly put on hold. Often, children who come into their 
grandparents’ care have experienced trauma as the family unit has 
broken down. 

But it’s not necessarily all doom and gloom. Despite the stress 
that can come with an unexpected family, many grandparents 
reflect on the closeness they have with their grandchildren as they 
grow, and the confidence of parenting a second time around.

There are support groups and non-profit organisations that 
provide case management and counselling for grandparenting 
families in all Australian states. Visit www.raisingchildren.net.au or 
call the Department of Human Services Grandparent Adviser Line 
on 1800 245 965 (free call) for advice.

Christmas 
lunch celebrates 
grandparents
For seven years, Tasmanian Rotary 
clubs have joined forces to celebrate 
grandparents who are the primary 
carers for their grandkids, with a well-
deserved Christmas in July lunch.

ON July 14, the combined Rotary Clubs 
of Moonah, Glenorchy and Claremont, 
Tas, again held a Christmas in July for 
grandparents raising grandchildren 
at Hobart Showgrounds. The event 
was attended by 102 guests, plus  
local politicians.

The event has been running for 
seven years, to recognise the great 

effort of many grandparents who raise 
their grandchildren following instances 
of family breakdown.

A two-course Christmas dinner was 
served, first to the children, then the 
grandparents sat down and enjoyed 
the meal and company while the 
children were entertained by face 
painting, balloon magic, and a great 

activity centre. Of course, there was a 
visit from Santa, too.

Everybody received a gift, with a 
family gift voucher and lucky door 
prizes donated by local businesses.

This is a great day appreciated by the 
grandparents and enjoyed by everyone 
who attends. 


