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hen the United Nations
committed to the 2030 agenda
for sustainable development,
they recognised that “eradicating
poverty in all its forms and
dimensions, including extreme
poverty, is the greatest global challenge and an
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indispensable requirement for sustainable development”.
It is universally recognised that access to quality education
– for both girls and boys – is key to escaping poverty.
Education enables upward socioeconomic mobility
and is essential to achieving many other Sustainable
Development Goals – education helps to reduce
inequalities; education empowers people to live more
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A.B.C.
to ending
poverty
healthy and sustainable lives; education is crucial to
fostering tolerance between people and contributes to
more peaceful societies.
While major progress has been made towards increasing
access to education in the past decade, over 265 million
children and adolescents remain out of school and
617 million lack minimum proficiency in reading and

mathematics. Of this, 130 million girls globally are out of
school and 15 million girls of primary school age will never
even enter a classroom.
Girls and boys who learn to read, write and count will
provide a better future for their families, their countries and
the global economy. Here is a look at how Rotary has been
helping break the cycle of poverty through education.
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School for Life Provides
Skills for Life
SCHOOL for Life Foundation is a notfor-profit organisation working in rural
Uganda to empower communities to
help themselves and create their own
opportunities. To do this, they build
schools to provide communities with
quality education, including primary
and secondary schooling, vocational
training and other services, such as
employment and healthcare solutions.
The organisation was founded
in 2008 by passionate Australian
entrepreneurs Annabelle Chauncy
OAM, of the Rotary E-club of Greater
Sydney, NSW, and her then business
partner David Everett OAM, who
realised education was the only real
way to mobilise a community and
create a positive and sustainable
future.
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Determined to build a school in rural
Uganda, Annabelle and Dave initially
raised over $500,000 in partnership
with Rotary, and in 2011 Katuuso
Primary and Vocational School
welcomed its first students.
With the help of Rotary Australia
World Community Service (RAWCS)
program Sewaid and several Australian
Rotary clubs, a solar power system
was installed in 2014 and a sewing
workshop was established, with
several local women trained to sew.
Today, this workshop makes the
school uniforms and other garments
under their Kumi label, which are now
sold worldwide.
However, literacy has always been at
the forefront of the schools’ education
programs and in 2015 a container

of books and other equipment was
collected in Sydney and shipped by
Sewaid to the school to establish their
first library.
With the expansion of a second
primary school and a new high school
at the Mbazzi campus, Annabelle
reached out to her many Facebook
friends and asked them for books.
The response was immediate, with
more than 10,000 books collected
at Sewaid’s Sydney warehouse.
Along with playground equipment,
generators, office equipment, musical
instruments and much more, a 40ft
container was shipped to Uganda
in 2018, with enough books to fill
three libraries.
The libraries are abuzz with eager
students every day, who also borrow
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images PICTURED: School for life
students make good use of
the 10,000 books collected at
Sewaid’s Sydney warehouse
and distributed among the
organisation’s three primary
schools in rural Uganda.

For more information, visit www.schoolforlife.org.au.

THE IMPORTANCE
OF EDUCATION

Abigail Nam Naome
English and literacy teacher,
Mbazzi Riverside High School
“I know that right now, in my country,
education is the base of everything. It
creates confidence in an individual
and gives them a place in the
world. Going to school was a
source of pride for me. Right now,
we live in a world of competition.
You will find that if a person is
not educated, they might
fail to raise their voice.
Education gives people
a natural confidence to
say what is right and
what is wrong.”

Education
reduces
poverty
420 million people would be
lifted out of poverty with a
secondary education, thus
reducing the number of poor
worldwide by more than half.

(Source: Global Partnership for Education)

books to take home to teach their siblings and parents
how to read. In a country where 66 per cent of people are
illiterate, this will have a huge ripple effect on the current
generation and generations to come.
School for Life also conducts its Drop Everything and
Read Day (DEAR) program each term; a chance for
students, staff, parents, tailors and community members
to immerse themselves in reading. It doesn’t matter what
stage of literacy they are at; everyone has a go and learns
something new.
Today, School for Life provides high-quality education to
1000 students across its three schools. This includes 320 new
students from Early Childhood Development to Senior 2,
and the school employs 52 teaching staff.
School for Life also facilitates training opportunities to
improve the income and financial independence of adults
in the community by providing employment opportunities,
with an emphasis on skills development and empowering
women to improve their social standing in the community.

THE POWER OF PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT
School for Life Primary One teacher
Jesca Nakacwa recently completed
her Diploma in Primary Education
at Uganda Martyrs University.
The Diploma provided Jesca with
contemporary teaching strategies
and an in-depth understanding of
English, Social Studies and Early
Childhood Education.
The Diploma takes two years
to complete and required Jesca
to balance commuting and
studying with teaching
at school. Attaining this
qualification was a wonderful
achievement and Jesca
is very grateful for the
sponsorship provided by
School for Life.
“I feel well-equipped
with many skills and ideas
concerning the teaching
profession,” Jesca said.
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images PICTURED: St Jude’s female
secondary students enjoying
school life. They’ll be joined
by even more girls when
the new campus opens in
January 2020.

A New Era for St Jude’s:
Stacking the odds in
favour of female education
THE School of St Jude, in the northern
Arusha region of Tanzania, has been
fighting poverty through education for
over 17 years – and Rotary has been
helping school founder, Gemma Sisia,
since its very first fundraiser.
It was the Rotary Club of Armidale
Central, NSW, that helped build
St Jude’s very first classrooms in
2000, while Rotary Australia World
Community Service (RAWCS) helped
facilitate tax deductibility status two
years later.
Having grown to 1800 students,
with more than 550 graduates, Rotary
has continued to play an important
role at St Jude’s. There are established
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Earlyact and Interact clubs at the
school and dedicated Rotarians who
continue to support the students.
Now, in 2019, this pioneering leader
in charitable education is about to get
even bigger as it prepares to enter an
exciting new era, with the registration
for opening a new girls’ secondary
school recently approved.
In Tanzania, there are around 4500
secondary schools, a huge drop from
the almost 17,000 primary schools.
It’s no surprise then that only four
per cent of students make it into
higher education.
The motivation behind this new
venture is to give even more bright,

but poor, young Tanzanians the
opportunity to receive high-quality
education and continue to be supported
into university.
This means there will be more
graduates and more future leaders
leaving St Jude’s each year, ready to
create change in their communities
and country.
With the girls’ secondary school, St
Jude’s will also be stacking the odds in
favour of females, in a country where
girls from a poor rural background
will only receive 3.7 years of schooling
on average.
“Currently, when we enroll at the
beginning of secondary school (Form 1),

Lessons in
Compassion
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at least 60 per cent of students are boys; when
we enrol at high school (Form 5) it’s more
than 80 per cent. As you go up the levels,
there’s less and less girls staying in school. By
reconfiguring our current campuses, we can
almost double our graduating classes. We’re
making a bigger impact on more students and
we’re so excited,” Gemma beamed.
The research is clear; providing girls with
an education helps break the cycle of poverty.
Educated women are less likely to marry early
and against their will, less likely to die in
childbirth, more likely to have healthy babies
and send them to school, and more likely to
have increased earning power.
More graduates from St Jude’s will also
mean more interns in the post-school Beyond
St Jude’s program. The young leaders are
supported in giving back to their community,
working as interns in placements across St
Jude’s and in government schools as part of a
Community Service Year.
Since its inception in 2015, St Jude’s
interns have taught core subjects to over
40,000 students in under-resourced and
under-staffed government schools. >>

St Jude’s secondary students pay their good fortune
forward by participating in monthly volunteering, giving
back to the community on their weekends to spread the
generosity they have received even further.
In June, 30 students spent their Saturday morning
washing clothes, cooking and putting smiles on the faces
of children at a small local orphanage.
Form 5 student Zuhura looks forward to the visits,
because she knows she’s been given a quality education
and wants to drive change.
“We are going back into the community to assist other
people, because we have been given a chance at The
School of St Jude only a few get,” Zuhura said.
A natural with the younger orphans, 19-year-old
Zuhura knows what it’s like to have very little.
“I certainly lived under hard conditions at home,
sometimes me and my siblings missed meals, sometimes
we went to school with no uniforms or books. It can hurt
when you see other children getting opportunities, so
now, as one of the lucky ones, I can spend a bit of time
to make others smile.” >>

Education
promotes
(Source: Global Partnership for Education)

gender
equality
One additional school year
can increase a woman’s
earnings by 10%-20%.
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Education
fosters

<< Zuhura also shared some
wise words with the young,
bright minds at the orphanage,
encouraging them to study hard
at school and use education as
their foundation.
The volunteer program has
helped shape Zuhura’s ideas for
her future. She is determined to
be part of the four per cent of
Tanzanians enrolled in higher
education and focus her studies
where she can continue to have
an impact on those less fortunate.
“I love the community and
I have not forgotten where I
have come from. I want to study
social work or child psychology at
university,” she beamed.
The visits are all part of St
Jude’s School Service and Self
Reliance Program, instilling in
each student the knowledge and
belief that they too can help
break the cycle of poverty.
“The school can only operate
thanks to the generosity of
people giving, so we want our
students to do the same,” Head
of Service at Smith Secondary
Campus, Mr Ernest, said. “This is
all leading to their Community
Service Year as part of the Beyond
St Jude’s program, but we start
enriching our students with the
concept of giving early on. We
appreciate what is being given by
sponsors and donors and that’s
what we want our students to
develop; not just that giving is
a good thing, but that you are
capable of giving in so many
ways.”
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(Source: Global Partnership for Education)

peace

images ABOVE: School
founder, Gemma
Sisia, with
primary students
at The School
of St Jude in
Arusha, Tanzania.

If the enrolment rate for
secondary schooling is 10
percentage points higher
than the average, the risk of
war is reduced by about three
percentage points.

Education
saves
children’s
lives
A child whose mother can
read is 50% more likely to
live past the age of five.

<< This year, 23 alumni from the
Class of 2015 (the first to graduate
from St Jude’s), will make history by
becoming the first Beyond St Jude’s
scholars to graduate from university.
A m o n g t h e m , 2 5 - y e a r- o l d
trailblazer Anna is forging a new
path for Tanzanian woman, her
degree enabling her to enter the
accounting industry.
“I have friends that I went to
government school with and some
of them live on the street with no
secondary education and they are
struggling. Many of them wished
to continue school but couldn’t,
because they didn’t have anyone
to support them. I never thought I
would be graduating university, but
I wished for it so much. St Jude’s
has helped my dream come true,”
Anna said.
You can help more students’
dreams become a reality during
this landmark period. Visit
www.schoolofstjude.org
to find out how.
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Living and
breathing stories
ANNIE Seaton believes in living and
breathing her stories. Each winter,
Annie and her husband leave their
beachside home to roam the remote
areas of Australia for story ideas
and research.
“I love the research I do before I
write a story; travelling across and
around this beautiful country that we
live in, getting up close and personal.
Over the past six years we have
travelled the north of Australia to
research my settings, and I have set
books in Kakadu, the Daintree, the
east Kimberley and, most recently, with
my new releases, in the magnificent
Whitsunday region and at the Undara
Lava Tubes in the Gulf Savannah of
Tropical North Queensland.
“For, me as a storyteller, presenting
the authentic settings I have
experienced personally is as important
as the historical research of the time
periods I explore. I have been variously
described by some of my reviewers
as an ‘eco-adventure author’, and an
‘activist eco-writer’. I am passionate
about the preservation of our pristine
landscapes and I enjoy raising a

variety of environmental issues in
my stories, as well as exploring
community relationships, personal
relationships, and the importance
of family.
“The research for my current
release, Undara, was exciting. Going
down into the tubes and climbing to
the rim of the extinct volcano gave me
a true sense of the setting where my
characters lived and worked.
“Undara was another location that
I fell into accidentally… whoops, am I
giving away a part of the story there?
“We were travelling along the

N
I
W
To celebrate the release of Undara you have the
chance to win an Undara Experience holiday
for two, plus a copy of Undara! The holiday
package includes:
• One night’s accommodation for two adults in
a railway carriage room;
• One Wildlife at Sunset tour for two adults;
• One Archway Explorer lava tube tour for
two adults;
• Bush breakfast, lunch and dinner for two adults.

Savannah Way and heading for the
Daintree (in between the research
for my earlier novels Daintree and
Diamond Sky) and stopped at a caravan
park at Mt Surprise for the night. We
discovered that the park ran tours to
Undara and signed up for one.
“Wow! What an incredible, amazing
place that is not well known in
Australia! The lava tubes are the result
of a volcanic eruption over 130 million
years ago. When the guide mentioned
that many of the tubes have never
been entered by humans and may
house all sorts of undiscovered plants
and species my story was born.
Another book was on the way.
“When I plan my stories, I begin
with a landscape, then I find an issue
that threatens it, and then I populate
it with my characters who are on a
journey of self-discovery, solving a
problem or, in Emlyn’s case, recovering
from a tragic incident.
I loved writing this story, and it has
had a wonderful reception in its first
weeks out in the reading world.”

“I am passionate about
the preservation of our
pristine landscapes and I
enjoy raising a variety of
environmental issues in my
stories, as well as exploring
community relationships,
personal relationships and
the importance of family.”
– Annie Seaton

Enter at romance.com.au/contest/undara
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Duffy Books
in Homes

Education
prevents
disaster
related

THE Alan Duff Charitable Foundation, better known as Duffy
Books in Homes, is a literacy program aimed at breaking the
cycle of booklessness among children at low-decile schools
throughout New Zealand.
The program was inspired by Maori author, Alan Duff –
who wrote the widely acclaimed book Once Were Warriors –
following his visit to Camberley School in Hastings in 1992.
Alan found that most children who came from bookless
homes showed little, if any, interest in reading. From this grew
the key concept of book ownership prompting an interest in
reading and a love of books.
The program was initiated in Camberley School in 1993,
and in 1994 The Alan Duff Charitable Foundation Books in
Homes program began. Rotary clubs throughout New Zealand
have been major sponsors of the program since its inception.
Children at low-decile schools are gifted at least five books
a year at special Duffy Role Model Assemblies.
“Our Role Models are successful high achievers from all
walks of life, including actors, writers, lawyers, accountants,
athletes, singers and community leaders. They share with the
kids how reading and a love of books inspired them to pursue
and succeed in their chosen careers,” relationship manager for
Duffy Books in Homes Henry Tuipe’a said.
“They deliver our key messages, including ‘It’s Cool to Read
and Cool to Achieve’. They’re living proof for our kids that
books are the tools for success.”
Since the official launch event in 1995, the program has
grown to encompass over 520 schools and over 280 early
childhood centres (including Te Reo Maori and Pasifika
language nests), more than 100,000 students and more than
200 funding partners, supporters and donors.
In 2019, Duffy Books in Homes celebrates its 25th
anniversary and will celebrate the gifting of its 13 millionth
book in September.

Universalising upper
secondary education by
2030 would prevent 200,000
disaster-related deaths in the
20 years that follow.

(Source: Global Partnership for Education)

deaths

Duffy Role Model
RAQUEL ANDERSON
New Zealand rugby
league player
“Born and raised in Tokoroa, I attended Tainui
Full Primary school and was a Duffy
kid (and so proud of it). I still have
all my Duffy books from when I
received them at school. My alltime favourite book was Alan
Duff’s Maori Heroes, yet I
had a good collection of
the Captain Underpants
and Magic School Bus
series. As a child, the
Duffy Book Assemblies
were something I
always looked forward
to, but never did I think I
would be the special guest
handing out the books!”

(Photo: www.warriors.kiwi)
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Dictionary
donations
prove colourful
learning tool
IN 2008, the Bill and Lorna Boyd Charitable Trust, in
conjunction with the Rotary Club of Pakuranga, NZ,
implemented the Rotary Dictionary Project, with the
aim of providing Year 4 students in low-decile schools
across New Zealand with their own named copy of an
illustrated dictionary.
The Usborne Illustrated English Dictionary was the
dictionary of choice, with Rotary clubs and districts across
the country taking up the cause. Retailing for around
$30, the dictionary contains more than 1000 colourful
illustrations, making it fun and easy to learn.
As expected, not only is the dictionary being used
by the Year 4 students, but by getting it into students’
homes, mums and dads use it too. It is a great literacy
aid in homes where reference books are often few and
far between.
Department of Education tutors have praised the
dictionary for its colourful layout, with fewer words on
the page and simple meanings, which has seen most
students using the illustrated dictionary over other
dictionaries on offer in class.
The program, with the aid of the Howard League, has
now been extended to benefit inmates serving time in
New Zealand penitentiary centres, including Manawatu
Prison, Arohata Prison, Northland Regional Corrections
Facility and, more recently, the Christchurch Men’s Prison,
with the aim of boosting literacy rates among prisoners.
Manawatu Prison manager Andy Langley said he
had seen a positive response from inmates using the
donated resources.
“From what I’ve seen, the prisoners really value the
dictionaries,” Andy said. “Manawatu is a working prison,
trying to reduce reoffending. One of the big problems for
prisoners is reading and writing. They will pretend they
can read and write when they can’t.”
Since the project’s inception, more than 180,000
dictionaries have been distributed to schools and prisons
throughout New Zealand and the Pacific Islands via New
Zealand’s Rotary clubs, equating to a retail value in excess
of NZ$5 million.
In addition to the highly successful dictionary program,
the Boyd Trust is currently releasing a new publication,
Rhyming Around the Alphabet, and show-cards through
Rotary clubs, specifically designed for pre-school and
Year 1 students.
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The more things
you know...
DR. SEUSS once said, “The more that you read, the more
things you will know. The more that you learn, the more
places you’ll go.”
To a child, literacy is the single most important skill to
ensuring success in the future. A book is a precious treasure.
But what happens if a child has no access to books at home?
This was the confronting realisation made by Rotarians
of the Rockhampton, Mount Morgan and Capricorn Coast
clubs in Queensland’s District 9570.
So, being people of action, a plan was put in motion to
“Make a Difference”, coinciding with Rotary International’s
Basic Education and Literacy Month.
Every Preparatory Year child in every primary school from
Marlborough (100km north of Rockhampton) to Marmor
(50km south of Rockhampton) to the Aboriginal community
of Woorabinda (200km west of Rockhampton) received a
picture book to take home to keep.
The project was a combined effort of the eight Rotary
clubs involved and it was a great celebration when
approximately 2000 students received their books.
It is hoped the project will be expanded in the future,
ensuring every Preparatory Year student in District 9570 has
at least one book in their home.
It takes a community to educate a child. We, in Rotary,
can play a vital role in increasing a love of literacy through
the simple gift of one book.

images BELOW: In a District 9570 led project, 2000 Preparatory
students in rural Queensland received books to take home.

For more information about all publications,
visit boydtrust.org.
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Book It In:
The Wang
Lit Fest
IN February 2017, the Rotary Club of Wangaratta,
Vic, was on the hunt for fundraising ideas.
Following one member’s suggestion of a book
fair, the inaugural event was quickly arranged and
enjoyed great success in June that year.
But it soon became obvious something bigger
was possible, and the idea of the Wang Lit Fest
was born.
The Rotary Club of Wangaratta, in partnership
with local schools, Wangaratta Library, the local
branch of the Country Women’s Association,
Wangaratta Arts Council, the University of the
Third Age, and other interested parties, formed a
committee and formulated a five-year plan.
In June 2018, the second Rotary Book Fair took

“I don’t believe in kids who don’t like reading – just
kids who haven’t found the right book yet. Plenty
of young people don’t realise that reading can be
as much fun as gaming or watching TV, because
they’ve only been exposed to the books that their
parents liked or the ones they’ve been forced to
read in English class. I write the way I do because
I know how many other things are competing for
the attention of my audience. I focus on the things
only a book can offer – things that a TV show or
video game, with their budget constraints and
limited sensory input, can’t do.
Once kids learn to enjoy
looking at words and
using them to build
imaginary worlds,
there’s no limit
to what they can
accomplish.”
– Australian
children’s author
Jack Heath

place, this time incorporating the Wang Lit
Fest, and again proved a resounding success.
As well as the Book Fair, the Wang Lit Fest
features the Wangaratta Young Writers Awards
for young people aged 10 to 19 years. The award
encourages the development of imagination
through writing in the categories of prose, poetry,
images LEFT: Wang Lit
Fest committee
members Chris
Harvison, left,
and Rotarian
Clark Fletcher
take delivery
of books for
the Rotary Club
of Wangaratta
Book Fair. (Photo:
Courtesy of the
Wangaratta
Chronicle)
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song lyrics and digital formats in
three age groups. The awards will be
presented at the launch of this year’s
festival on Wednesday, September 11.
This year’s event also features
presentations and workshops from
three visiting authors.
Jack Heath is an award-winning
Australian author who has written 30
action-packed books for kids and two
disturbing crime novels for adults. An
avid reader since primary school, Jack
became increasingly frustrated by the
slow pace and lack of excitement in

“These days, it’s increasingly difficult
to keep children and young people
engaged, because books have to
compete with technology. However,
reading is an essential skill, and it
opens alternative worlds, based on a
child’s imagination. Technology paints
a visual world as the creator envisages
it, whereas books offer scaffolding,
but allow the child to fill in the gaps.
Books expand the mind, whereas
technology absorbs and distracts it.
I believe fiction can be powerful. It
can trigger reflection and discussion,
and instil hope and passion in
communities and society. In my
writing, I use contemporary realist
fiction to understand the world
around me. I delve into contentious
issues and try to hover above them,
exploring different perspectives.
In this way, I try to stimulate the
thought processes of my readers, and
inspire them to make change, and
reach out and connect with others.”
– Australian author Karen Viggers

most teenage fiction, so started writing
his own. His novels have been now
been translated into six languages and
adapted for film, while his enthusiastic
presentations at schools and festivals
have gotten thousands of kids hooked
on reading.
Jack is joined by Mark Brandi,
whose bestselling novel, Wimmera,
won the coveted British Crime Writers’
Association Debut Dagger, and was
named Best Debut at the 2018 Australian
Indie Book Awards. His second novel,
The Rip – a love story of two homeless
heroin addicts set in Melbourne’s inner
north – was published to critical acclaim
in March 2019.
In speaking of The Rip, Mark says,
“I realised how much I wanted the
reader to understand what it’s actually
like being that man or that woman,
begging outside Coles. How the
smallest act of kindness can change
your world.”
Drawing on inspiration from nature,
Karen Viggers writes contemporary
realist fiction set in Australian
landscapes. She is the author of four
novels: The Stranding (2008), The
Lightkeeper’s Wife (2011), The Grass
Castle (2014) and The Orchardist’s
Daughter (2019).
Through her narratives, Karen hopes
to show people nature’s value in terms
of peace, solace and healing.
“Perhaps it’s overly ambitious, but
through writing I try to remind people
of the beautiful wild places we are so
lucky to have in Australia. It’s my hope
that in remembering those places,
people will care about them, visit them
and maybe even fight to save them.”
The key message of the Rotary
Club of Wangaratta’s literature project
is “From the Community… to the
Community”. The money raised goes
to worthwhile community projects,
including youth projects and academic
prizes for primary and secondary school
students across Wangaratta and the
district. In doing this, the event also
provides students with a platform to
present their work to the public.
The 2019 Wang Lit Fest and Book
Fair will run from September
14-15. For more information,
visit wanglitfest.com.au.

“Storytelling is an essential part
of what makes us human, but also
an enormously valuable life skill.
My parents were blue-collar,
post-war migrants who worked
incredibly hard to give my
brothers and I every opportunity.
The importance of education
was central, but ours was not
an especially literary household
– most of my early reading
was comic books, Tintin, or the
Stephen King novels I stole from
my brothers.
These stories sparked my
imagination and my interest in
literature. I was also lucky to
have a school teacher who saw
something in my writing, and
encouraged me to keep at it.
While it was many years later
that my first book (Wimmera)
was published, my enjoyment of
reading and writing never waned.
It’s been a source of inspiration
and insight, but also an essential
tool in my professional life.
But above all else, I believe
reading encourages empathy. It
lets you walk in someone else’s
shoes – an experience which can
be profound and life-changing.”
– Australian author Mark Brandi
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images PICTURED: Namelok Primary School students
welcome TANZEED and Australian visitors to the
school in 2017; funded, built and operated by
Adam Burford’s TANZEED Foundation.
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Our Foundation Scholars:
Where are they now?
WHAT do Sir William Deane AC KBE
QC and Peter R Kyle have in common?
Well, apart from both having careers in
law, they are two of the distinguished
Ambassadorial scholars from our zone.
Sir William Deane is a former Judge
of the High Court of Australia and a
former Governor-General of Australia.
Peter Kyle, from New Zealand, is
Dean of the Rotary Representative
network based at United Nations in
New York and a director nominee for
Rotary International.
The Rotary Foundation established
its Ambassadorial scholarship program
in 1946, where scholars were chosen to
undertake advanced tertiary education
in overseas countries. Each scholar was
supported by a sponsoring club from
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their hometown and another club in
the town of the tertiary institution.
In 2010, when the Foundation grants
program was radically altered, funding
for these scholarships and others were
transferred to global grants. Many
districts appear to have dropped out
of the program and preferred to use
their Foundation money for other
projects. A lot of older Rotarians still
believe the scholarship program has
been discontinued.
However, it is still very much
alive and well. From 2010-17, 48
global scholarships were successfully
completed in our zone – 27 from nine
districts in Australia and three from six
districts in New Zealand and the South
West Pacific. In addition, 18 scholars

from overseas successfully completed
their studies in Australia, New Zealand,
Fiji and Norfolk Island.
One of the first scholars in the
new program was Lien Trinh, a
young optometry graduate from the
Universities of Melbourne and NSW.
Lien was selected to complete a Master
of Public Health at the School of Hygiene
and Tropical Medicine, London, in
2013. She was sponsored by District
9800 and hosted by the Rotary Club
of Barnet in District 1130.
Lien is the manager of one of
Rotary’s signature centenary programs,
EndTrachoma by 2020. Australia is the
only developed country in the world still
with this eye disease, primarily among
remote Indigenous communities.
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Daniel Ramsay
University of Oxford
MSc in Global Health Science, 2017
District 9970

School of Hygiene and Tropical
Medicine, London
Master of Public Health, 2013
District 9800
“I want to live in a world where
avoidable forms of vision impairment
don’t exist, where individuals are
empowered and human diversity
is celebrated”

EndTrachoma by 2020 is currently coordinating a
number of preventive programs aimed at improving
water, sanitation and hygiene to achieve this goal.
Lien is determined that she, and her government and
non-government partners, will achieve this by the
end of next year.
One of six children, Lien’s parents fled Vietnam by
boat in the early 1980s. She has provided eye care
services and built eye care personnel capacity through
teaching, research and program evaluation in Sri
Lanka, Vietnam, PNG and throughout Australia.
Her achievements don’t stop there. As a mother of
two pre-schoolers, she is forming a new model Rotary
club in Melbourne, designed for fellow parents with
young families. These are people who, for obvious
reasons, can’t make regular lunch or dinner meetings.
Another scholar of note completed his study in
2018. Adam Burford was sponsored by District 9520
to undertake a Master of Philosophy in Education
(International Development and Globalisation) at the
University of Cambridge, England. He was hosted
by the Rotary Club of Bury St Edmunds Abbey in
District 1080.
Adam is a geography teacher at Westminster
School, Adelaide, SA. He had to uproot his wife and

{

Lien Trinh

Daniel is currently training to be an
anaesthetist in Wellington, NZ. He is
also working on a number of quality
improvement projects related to
anaesthesia that will offer national and
regional benefits.
“I am eternally grateful to Rotary for
their help and support. Without the
scholarship I would have been unable to
study for my Masters. The opportunities
I was provided with during my studies by
Rotary have been a great influence on
me and my future career direction.”

Adam Burford
University of Cambridge
Master of Philosophy in Education
(International Development and
Globalisation), 2018
District 9520
“The global grant scholarship enabled
more knowledge to be gained on success
stories involving girls who are ‘beating
the odds’ and transitioning from primary
school to secondary school. The lessons we
have learnt from them will be passed on
to the next generation of young scholars,
with a view of seeing more girls from
rural Tanzania continue their
educational journey.”
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Marshall Dunn
Columbia University
MA in Psychology in Education, 2017
District 9685
“Rotary’s global grant scholarship
was a godsend. Without this
experience, I wouldn’t have
started Heart House Meditation,
where I work with schools and
corporations to help them access
the intelligence, love and wisdom
of the heart through meditation.
Now, I am in a position to help
people find inner-peace and live
happier, more fulfilling lives. I just
loved my experience at Columbia,
and I am so very thankful to Rotary
for helping make it happen.”

two young children for an expensive
adventure in England. However, this
was not unusual for the family as they
already had an established education
program in Tanzania, funded by
their own charitable foundation,
TA N Z E E D ( w w w. t a n z e e d . o r g ) .
The foundation is currently building
and staffing a primary school in
an isolated rural area of northern
Tanzania.
Adam’s thesis focused on the
reasons why girls “against the odds”
in rural Tanzania are able to transition
from primary school to secondary
school. His graduating mark was such
that he has an open invitation to
undertake a PhD at the University of
Cambridge any time in his lifetime.
Adam decided that if he was going

to spend time in Tanzania researching
his thesis, he could perhaps do other
good at the same time. His sponsor
club, the Rotary Club of Norwood, SA,
has the Honorary Consul for Tanzania,
Sossy Msomi, as a member. Together,
they developed a proposal to take
a group of teachers from Adelaide
to Tanzania to run in-service training
courses. This was endorsed by the
Tanzanian government.
Adam is now raising funds to
complete the current primary school
project.
“I am so grateful to Rotary for the
global grant scholarship I received,”
Adam said. “Without this support it
would not have been possible to learn
so much about the students we are
trying to help in rural Tanzania.”

Christopher Chew
University of Oxford
Master of Science in Global
Health Science, 2017
District 9630
“The epidemiological and
statistical skills I learnt through
the MSc have been a great help
in my current position, as I am in
a leadership role in hospital
infection control at Redcliffe
Hospital and am also involved
in mentoring junior clinicians in
research and critical appraisal.
More generally, the opportunity to
meet and engage with a diverse
group of people – students,
researchers and Rotarians –
through social, sporting and
academic events, has not just
been thoroughly enjoyable, but
also educational. I am very
much indebted to The Rotary
Foundation for what has been one
of the best years of my life.”

Michaela Dolk
University of Oxford
MSc Water Science, Policy and Management, 2016
District 9685
Michaela has continued her work studying climate change and the impact on water resources
in South Asia. She recently moved to the US and is working with the Swiss Re Institute’s
catastrophe perils team on a range of flood projects in the Americas.
“Rotary provided me with a much-valued opportunity to connect with other Rotary scholars,
meet local Rotarians and engage with the community. I even participated in the annual
Christmas sleigh ride fundraiser with my Rotary Club of Eynsham, England.”
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Education
(Source: Global Partnership for Education)

increases
income

One extra year of schooling
increases an individual’s
earnings by up to 10%.

Eva Hartshorn-Sanders
Sciences Po
Paris Masters in Advanced Global Studies in
International Security, 2018
District 9940
Eva is now working for the Ministry of Justice,
New Zealand, leading projects on counter
terrorism, criminal law and drug reform,
and working as a lead organiser to build a
network of community organisations and
leaders interested in children’s wellbeing.
Last year, she was a presenter at the United
Nations in Geneva at the Convention to
Eliminate all Forms of Discrimination Against
Women and in Paris as a speaker on climate
change in the Pacific at the Leaders Pour
la Paix Debate, sponsored by the French
Foreign Ministry. Eva has also set up her own
company, Hartsheba Ltd, which partners with
organisations to achieve social, economic and
environmental change.

Pencils for
Smiles
AT the beginning of each school year in Tasmania, every child
in a state school is issued with a set of colouring pencils and
markers. Throughout the year, children get great use out of these
creative learning tools, which are then taken home, passed on or
discarded once the year is over.
The following year, students are resupplied with new pencils
and markers, which are again taken home, passed on or
discarded until, by the end of primary school, quite a supply may
have accumulated.
Recognising that much of this vital education equipment is still
in good use, the Rotary Club of Smithton, Tas, used its strong
relationship with schools to collect all unwanted pencils, markers
and crayons from individuals, classes and schools.
Approximately 30kg of stationery was collected and stored for
six months to support a rural school in Zimbabwe. A scheduled
trip by a club member helped avoid transport costs and the
project grew to include the purchase of 400 exercise books and
a ream of bleached paper from a local Zimbabwean industry. On
collaborating with the Rotary Club of Harare Central, Zimbabwe,
donations from UK-based organisation BookAid were also added.
A bonus was the stuffed toys used in Tasmania for packaging.
By connecting with the Rotary Club of Harare Central, the
Smithton club was able to choose a rural school like its own and a
visit was organised to deliver the supplies. This collaboration also
helped navigate domestic issues within Zimbabwe and helped
secure the success of the project.
With 728 students, the remote school is currently raising money
to dig a deeper bore hole to support agriculture projects, including
breeding rabbits for meat, chickens and some dairy cattle, which
pays for students whose parents have died or cannot afford
school fees. The school is aiming to raise US$400.
With 95 per cent unemployment, sparse electricity and
fuel shortages part of day-to-day life in Zimbabwe, the Rotary
Club of Harare Central was thrilled to have the support of the
Tasmanian club, and the school was very grateful. The children’s
radiating smiles conveyed the pure delight taken in colouring and
drawing pictures.
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TOP 10 BARRIERS
TO GIRLS' EDUCATION
Identified by GPE partner countries
(2012-2016)

38%

Of surveyed countries identified social & cultural factor
which can range from prioritizing a girl’s role as wife and
mother to not wanting girls to be taught by men,
as major barriers to girls’ education11

Teens in Trouble

When girls do m
chores than b
fetching woo
caring for young
cost of educat
seem higher

The earlier a girl gets married, the lower the
probability that she attends secondary school12

1
2
3

SOCIAL AND
CULTURAL FACTORS

In Nigeria, child
marriage accounts for

15-20%
EARLY MARRIAGE

OPPORTUNITY COST
OF SCHOOLING

4

LACK OF SEPARATE
TOILETS

5

LACK OF FEMALE
TEACHERS

6

VIOLENCE AT SCHOOL
OR ON THE WAY
TO SCHOOL

7

COST OF SCHOOLING

8

DISTANCE TO
SCHOOL

9

LOW VALUE PLACED
ON GIRLS’ EDUCATION

10

POVERTY
(Source: Global Partnership for Education)
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The Facts

Education
reduces
(Source: Global Partnership for Education)

• Approximately 16 million girls aged 15 to
19 years and 2.5 million girls under 16 years
give birth each year in developing regions.
• Complications during pregnancy and
childbirth are the leading cause of death
for 15 to 19-year-old girls globally. In the
Philippines, one in five mothers aged 15-24
die during pregnancy or childbirth.
• Every year, some 3.9 million girls aged 15 to
19 years undergo unsafe abortions.
• Adolescent mothers (aged 10 to 19 years)
face higher risks of eclampsia, puerperal
endometritis, and systemic infections than
women aged 20 to 24 years.
• Stillbirths and newborn deaths are 50 per
cent higher among infants of adolescent
mothers than among infants of women aged
20–29 years.
(Source: WHO)

child marriage
Each year of secondary
education reduces the
likelihood of marrying as
a child by five percentage
points or more.

In the Philippines, one in
three young people are sexually
active and do not know this
translates to a nine in 10 chance
mountains and tossed about
of creating a baby. Marriage is
hopes, experiences and
rarely an option – the guys
teaching ideas. This resulted
vanish. However, the young men
in Sexual Health Education
who participated in the Sexual
by Pictures; an exceptionally
Health Education by Pictures
Education
program took a keen interest in
refreshing course in anatomy,
the lectures.
puberty, menstruation, teenage
reduces
pregnancy, family planning and
Since 2011, the MinPRA team
sexually transmitted infections.
of four teachers and loyal local
maternal
The program’s unique feature
supporters have developed a
is the vivid pictures, which
close relationship with schools
deaths
and communities through
bring gasps and giggles, and
distributing Rotary Donations
give access to knowledge often
in Kind. It began with three
obscured by social norms or
If all mothers completed
technical terms.
classrooms of computers and
primary education, maternal
Initially, the MinPRA team was
computer training, followed by
deaths would be reduced by
shy and cautious when talking
sewing machines and lessons,
two-thirds, saving 189,000 lives.
about private parts. But not now.
then an extensive Days for Girls
program and gifts of books
The program’s mantra echoes
and furniture. MinPRA also
down school corridors long
took Soap Aid to schools and villages
after the team has left; “Say no! To
teenage pregnancies. Say no! To sexually
to teach mothers and children the
transmitted infections and Say Yes! To a
importance of hygiene.
Working with people struggling with said. “It gives MinPRA the passion to happy and healthy life.”
poverty highlighted the urgent and long- advocate and teach these classes. And
term need to reduce population.
a teacher without passion is like a well For more information, contact
“Without that understanding, the without water.”
project manager Shirley Hayescourse would not be as successful,”
On many days, the team of seven Cornish via 02 4474 0560 or
MinPRA manager Juvelyn Jomen drove for six hours to schools in the shebypictures@gmail.com.
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images LEFT: Princess Pintor receiving the Alan Atkins Writing
Award from Ellen Atkins, wife of the late Alan Atkins.

Education
healthier

Nothing is
Impossible
EVEN from a life of poverty and
disadvantage, the human spirit can
rise up to forge a life of hope, which
not only benefits the individual, but
mankind. Such is the story of Princess
Sarah Pintor.
Sixteen-year-old Princess
Pintor is currently a Grade 10
student studying at Kaleyaan
National High School in
Pasay City, Philippines.
One of eight siblings,
her mother works
as a street sweeper
and her father is a
construction worker.
Princess Pintor’s
opportunity for
education came

Children of educated mothers
are more likely to be vaccinated
and less likely to be stunted
because of malnourishment.

through the Cararoo Foundation, a
not-for-profit organisation registered
in the Philippines with a key focus
on education. The foundation has
sponsored and supported her since
the age of eight.
Princess Pintor draws inspiration
from her older sister, Judy Anne,
who, through the Cararoo
sponsorship program, completed
high school, graduated from college
in IT, and secured employment with
inter national software company
Isphere Global.
Princess Pintor’s goal is to be a
teacher one day; she sees this as an
opportunity to lift her family and
community from poverty. In a recent
essay competition for the Alan Atkins

Writing Award, she identified three
major areas where she wants to make
a difference:
• Victims of early pregnancy – usually
young students;
• The environment – particularly
waste and clean air; and
• The health needs of people living in
poverty.
An impossible dream some might say,
but Princess Pintor doesn’t see it that way.
She believes in the individual’s power to
make a difference and is prepared to
do whatever it takes. And that means
starting with a good education.

images BELOW: Princess Pintor with her parents and seven siblings.

“The main problem that I want to
focus on is poverty. As a young adult
that faces this problem now, I want
to give help and give jobs to those
who experience this problem in the
future, and I will not forget it when I
become successful.”
– Princess Pintor
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The 17 essay entrants were given
one hour in a closed room and only
given the topic five minutes before
the start. Here is Princess Pintor’s
winning entry.
-------------------------------As a young adult you have a
chance to make a difference in your
community. What would it be?
What benefit will we get in our
community? This question is the most
irritating question that I always hear
in our society.
For me, instead of asking this
question, we must think and reflect
on this; “What will we do for the
community to make it a happy and a
better place?”
In our generation, they say most
of us have no control, especially in
our decisions, but I want to change
this thought. First, we have to start
in our school. School is our second
house, and our teachers are our
second parents.
As a student, if I have the chance
to help in our school, I want to focus
on the victims of early pregnancy and
that most victims are students. I want
to build a team who will teach and
orient the students about this issue.
Second, in our environment, one
difficult problem we face right now
is the discipline of people about
garbage. I know that the government
made many programs to stop this,

but I want to give more to help
them. I especially want to broaden
and spread the 3R project: “REDUCE,
REUSE, RECYCLE”. With this project,
we will learn to separate our trash to
biodegradable, non-biodegradable
and recyclable.
We will also have a healthy lifestyle
if we inhale healthy, fresh air and
I want to encourage the people in
our community to plant more trees,
because plants and trees not only
have benefits to individuals, but the
whole community and environment.
Also, if I have the chance to make
a difference and change the health
problems and issues in our community,
I will give focus to those people who
cannot buy their own medication and
don’t have money. That’s why I want
to build hospitals and clinics that will
take care of those poor people, with
free medicines and consult of doctors.
The main problem that I want
to focus on is poverty. As a young
adult that faces this problem now, I
want to help and give jobs to those
who experience this problem in the
future, and I will not forget it when I
become successful.
Nothing is impossible in this world.
We will turn this community into a
happy and better place. We will do
it if we help each other and become
one. In helping we must not think
what benefit we will get, at least we
are helping and doing our best to
help others.
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For your chance to win one of three
copies of Heart of the Cross
email giveaways@rotarydownunder.com.au
with ‘Heart of the Cross’ in the subject line.
Please include your contact details,
including delivery address.

Heart of the Cross
Emily Madden
HarperCollins

From Ireland to Kings Cross, a legacy
of loss and hope echoes across the
generations ...
Tinahely, Ireland, 1959: Rosie
Hart is content leaving her home
behind to follow her new husband
to Australia. But she soon discovers
there is no room for her or their
young son in the life he has built in
vibrant Kings Cross. As their marriage
crumbles, Rosie will need to fight for
the golden future her son deserves.
Rose Bay, 1984: Haunted by
her past, Rosie is determined her
daughter Maggie will follow the
path she has set out for her. But
Maggie has plans of her own, and
Rosie can only pray the grief that
plagues the Hart name won’t
follow her.
Sydney, 2017: When her
grandmother dies and leaves
Brianna Hart a secret apartment
in Kings Cross, Brie wonders what
else Rosie was keeping from her. As
Brie chases the truth of Rosie’s past,
she uncovers an incredible story of
passion, violence, love and tragedy.
Is the Hart family’s legacy of loss
inescapable, or has Rosie gifted
her granddaughter with a future
of hope?
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Enriching
Futures
FOUNDED in 1997 at Auckland’s
One Tree Hill College, NZ, the Rotary
Club of Penrose’s Reading Enrichment
Programme (REP) is a one-on-one
mentoring program aimed at students
struggling with the transition to
high school.
With the support of various Rotary
trusts and other philanthropic funders,
and ongoing drive from the Rotary
Club of Penrose, the successful literacy
initiative is now strongly integrated
into the learning programs of six
North Island high schools: One Tree
Hill College, Otahuhu College, Wesley
College, Pacific Advance Secondary
School, Bay of Islands College and
Papatoetoe High School.
The program has its beginnings
in Peer Support, introduced to New
Zealand secondary schools by Rotary
in the 1980s. When the use of the
new term “mentoring” came from
business in the 1990s, the Rotary Club
of Penrose
saw a fresh opportunity
teachers,
the relationship
to provide support to their local high

en’t
erent – they are much more
re like another friend

”

Mentoring = Mutuality & Fun!

ns
ithin
ble

vels,
d
r the
ation.

school, seeking a model that would
best fit both the club and the school.
Changes to Rotary rules in 1989
allowed then One Tree Hill College
principal Ann Dunphy to join the
Penrose club, then, in 1997, fellow club
member Harvey Alison had the simple,
breakthrough idea of coordinating
volunteers to provide literacy catch-ups
for students entering high school. This
offered both an avenue of community
service for Rotary and the opportunity
to make a difference to the lives of
many young people needing support
to fulfil their potential.
Now, 200 volunteer tutors provide
learning support to more than 200
Year 9 students each year, aspiring to
raise student literacy levels to ensure
improved academic paths for the rest
of their education.
The professionally supervised
sessions run at set times within the
school curriculum and students
selected on the program have “REP”
appear on their official timetables.

School
Led

REP
Literacy
Enrichment
Programme

e highlight of my week!

et in touch to contribute to
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Community
Driven

CONTACT
Ann Dunphy
Penrose Rotary
Reading Enrichment

images PICTURED:
Students
and tutors
alike love
the oneon-one
mentoring
the REP
model
provides.

The program has been favourably
reviewed by the Education Review
Office and continues to produce
annual results that show solid
literacy gains, as well as a marked
increase in confidence for all students
who participate.
REP implementation coordinator
Ann Dunphy notes that REP is robust
and sustainable, “because it plays
to the strengths of both schools and
communities, with a strong team ethos
that provides back-up at all times, so
no-one is asked to do too much.”
Students and tutors alike love the
simple program.
“Students comment on the
‘roomful of smiles’ when they arrive
in the classroom. They revel in the
opportunity to engage with a tutor
who is interested in them, without
stress or pressure, in a fun, supportive
environment.
“And tutors love the program,
because they know they are making
a difference with each conversation
they have.”
The REP model continues to go from
strength to strength, officially added
to the District 9920 Directory of Rotary
Youth Leadership Programs this year,
with ongoing growth planned into
the future.
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The Breakfast
Book Club
IT should be as easy as A-B-C, but
for some people in Tasmania it’s not
that simple.
Tasmania has a poor adult literacy
rate in comparison to other states.
Recent figures suggest about 49
per cent of Tasmanian adults have
difficulties reading and/or writing.
Unfortunately, this is not a new
issue, but one that can be improved
through programs like the Rotary
Club of Central Launceston’s reading
and breakfast program with local
primary school Ravenswood Heights.
In 2014, the club formed a
partnership with Ravenswood Heights
Primary School in an effort to improve
education outcomes. Ravenswood
is a low socio-economic area and
presents many challenges in terms
of education, but also employment
and health.
Five years later and the school has
reported anecdotally, and through the
official MySchool scores via NAPLAN,
an improvement in reading since the
partnership began.
The concept is very simple:
Rotarians, partners and friends of

Rotary volunteer to sit with primary
school students and read.
NAPLAN results show an improvement in the students’ reading
capabilities and has the students on par
with the average Australian student.
Literacy is a basic necessity in today’s
world. Without this ability there is
little hope of employment, obtaining
a driver’s licence or using a computer.
Rotarians also help prepare toast

and fruit for students in the mornings.
Unfortunately, many children were
arriving at school without a meal and
had poor concentration due to hunger.
If this project can help break the
cycle of welfare, poverty and crime for
just one student, then the value of the
program can never be questioned.
Books offer a means of accessing
adventure, tap into imagination and
can foster passions that last a lifetime.
But primarily, through supported
reading, the program demonstrates
to students that there are members of
the community who care and believe
in their education; fostering values
of self-esteem and positivity towards
reading and learning.

How you can implement the program
• Form a partnership with a school and find out what it needs.
• Rosters are completed each term, with one or two volunteers
participating in reading daily.
• Teachers select children who will benefit – often those who do
not have reading opportunities at home.
• Volunteers must have a working with vulnerable people card.
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