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The island nation of Kiribati, located 
in the central Pacific Ocean, found 
itself Rotary-less in 2016 following 
the closure of the Rotary Club of 
Bairiki and the previous termination 
of the Rotary Club of Kiritimati  
in 2015.

One of the world’s poorest 
countries was now without a  
Rotary presence.

In 2018, a member of the Rotary 
Club of Richfield, US, approached 
District 9920 (covering part of 
Auckland, NZ, and the Pacific) about 
assisting a young I-Kiribati man, Eritai 
Kateibwi, to provide hydroponic units 
to grow fresh produce for the  
island’s communities.

While it was possible to assist the 

project through a global grant, a 
Rotary presence was needed in South 
Tarawa to help administer the grant.

A small delegation consisting of 
past district governor Jennie Herring 
and district governor elect Ingrid 
Waugh, with her husband John, 
visited Kiribati in May 2018 to set 
up a Rotary Community Corps 
and investigate the viability of the 
hydroponic units. 

The South Tarawa Rotary 
Community Corps (STRCC) was 
chartered in October 2018 and 
fundraising to support the global 
grant got underway. More than 
US$140,000 was raised thanks to 
contributions by New Zealand’s six 
districts, one Australian district and 

After a three-year 
hiatus, Rotary 
returned to the 
Republic of Kiribati 
(pronounced KIRR-i-
bas) on June 30, with 
the chartering of the 
Rotary Club  
of Tarawa.

Rotary returns 
to Kiribati
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Nominations are open for the following positions on the PSPL Board:
 
1. One Representative Member/Director to represent New South Wales/

Australian Capital Territory;
2. One Representative Member/Director to represent Western Australia; and
3. One Representative Member/Director to represent New Zealand.

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS TO SERVE ON THE PSPL BOARD 
FROM AUGUST 2020 TO 2023

PROBUS SOUTH PACIFIC LIMITED
ACN 152 374 395

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS TO SERVE ON THE PSPL 
NOMINATING SELECTION COMMITTEE FROM JANUARY TO 

FEBRUARY 2020

Nominations have opened for two Probus Club members and two Past District 
Governors from each area of selection  to serve on the 2020 PSPL Nominating 
Selection Committee. Areas of selection are New South Wales/Australian Capital 
Territory, Western Australia & New Zealand.

Nominations for The PSPL Board and the Nominating Selection Committee 
must be lodged with the PSPL Company Secretary by 31 December, 2019.

Please visit the PSPL website to view the eligibility criteria and for further 
information or to obtain an official Nomination Form, please contact the Company 
Secretary,
Silvana Martignago
E: silvanam@probussouthpacific.org
Australia T: 1300 630 488 and New Zealand T: 0800 1477 6287
W: www.probussouthpacific.org

Future 
projects 
planned 
for 
Kiribati
• Delivery and 

distribution of 
hospital donations.

• Delivery of birthing 
kits from Australia’s 
Country Women’s 
Association to outer 
island medical centres.

• Provide a storage 
facility for a 
rehabilitation centre 
at the hospital, 
assist with clean-up 
of the centre and 
procure rehabilitation 
equipment.

• Delivery of Days for 
Girls menstruation kits 
to outer island school-
age girls and provide 
training in their use.

• Develop a training 
curriculum for all 348 
communities on South 
Tarawa to provide 
sound leadership, 
consistent governance 
and collective efforts 
towards agreed goals 
(sanitation, education, 
peace and access to 
clean water).

• Provide running water 
to each household.

• Community toilet 
builds.

• Community rainwater 
tank installations.

• Community sanitation 
programs.

• South Tarawa waste 
clean-up and ongoing 
management.

the Richfield club’s district, along with other clubs  
and individuals.

With the STRCC now working well, meeting regularly 
and undertaking projects to clean up the beaches, a 
chance meeting with president of Melbourne’s Victorian 
Kiribati Association, Ruth Cross, sparked the idea of 
establishing a full Rotary club. Ruth and her husband Tinte 
were returning to Tawara in early 2019 and Ruth was 
prepared to lead the new club.

An interest meeting hosted by Jennie and Ingrid was set 
up in April, and 27 local Kiribatians came along to hear 
how Rotary could help their communities. Eight people 
signed up to be members of the new club that very night.

The Rotary Club of Tawara was chartered on June 30 
and has already planned a long list of future projects.

The STRCC is focusing primarily on cleaning up its 
local communities, while the Rotary Club of Tawara is 
working on building relationships with other NGOs and 
community groups to deliver larger scale projects, as well 
as fundraising. They have already established some key 
relationships with microfinance organisation Kindling 
Kiribati, the Victorian Kiribati Association and Sewaid 
International, and will participate in a dental global grant 
between the Rotary Club of Auckland South, NZ, and a 
Rotary club in Taiwan.

Rotary has definitely returned to Kiribati!
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