
Work ing  in  the i r  l oca l 
community and attending 
the i r  c l ub  mee t ings  i s 
something many Rotarians 
consider an important part of 
their life. However, my Rotary 
life expanded on so many 
levels after I attended my first 
Rotary Convention in 2003 in 
Brisbane, Qld. I realised then 
that what I experienced on 
my local turf was a very small 
part of the Rotary world; that 
Convention, and the many more I’ve 
attended since, have not only become 
part of my life, but also part of  
my soul. 

Every year, the Rotary Convention is 

held at different locations 
throughout the world 
and I believe that if you 
can afford the time and 
treasure, every Rotarian 
will learn so much about 
the magnitude of our great 
organisation by attending 
at least one. 

It is so hard to explain 
the “wow” factor you 
experience when attending 
a Convention.

Immediate past president of the 
Rotary Club of Central Blue Mountains, 
NSW, Ava Emdin, said after Hamburg, 
which was her first Convention, “If 
you can only attend one Convention 

in your life, do it! It changes your 
thinking about Rotary, no matter how 
many years you have been in Rotary. If 
only I went [to a convention] the year 
before I was president.”

But Ava and I aren’t alone in our 
thoughts. The comments come quickly 
from everyone at a Convention. 

“It is all about the people you meet. 
The experiences you share and the 
ideas you take home to your club.”

“It’s the lives you touch. Hearing 
from and meeting amazing Rotarians 
and seeing how their projects are 
changing lives all over the world.”

Briannah Devlin, an Australian 
Rotaractor currently studying in 
Bordeaux, France, responded: “It is the 
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people you meet and the stories you 
share; I am so inspired.”

For past RI president Frank Devlyn, 
Hamburg was his  45th Rotary 
convention and he welcomed everyone 
with his iconic “hello amigos”. 

Then Rotary International president 
Barry Rassin and his wife Esther set 
the scene at Hamburg for a fun-filled 
few days by dancing on stage to a 
Bahamian beat. More than 26,000 
Rotarians, Rotaractors and their 
families and friends from more than 
170 countries packed into the venue. 

In the House of Friendship, there 
were more than 330 exhibitor 
booths, 200 of them featuring Rotary 
humanitarian projects. Many Rotarians 
spent time there, sharing ideas for 
projects, meeting up with friends from 
previous conventions and friendship 
exchanges, enjoying tasting beer, wine 
and single malt whiskey, or, if they had 
a sweet tooth, enjoying English fudge. 
Before and after the convention, 
several Rotarians met up with former 
exchange students and ambassadorial 
scholars they had sponsored over  
the years.

Rotary at its best unites the world. 
Barry acknowledged that Rotarians 
can’t serve the world “unless we see 
and hear that world accurately”. For 
this reason, the RI Board has committed 
to increase the number of women 
in leadership roles to at least 30 per 
cent by June 2023. Past RI president 
Ian Riseley said his favourite quote 
from the convention was “Diversity is 
being invited to the party; inclusion is 
being asked to dance.” (Verna Myers). 
Dr Marianne Amir, an engineer and 
member of the Egyptian parliament, 
reminded us that the word “Inclusion” 
starts with “I”. She suggested that 
rather than focusing on diversity, we 
focus on inclusion.

The 2019 Rotary international 
convention in Hamburg was truly 
inspiring. It is now time to plan for 
next year and register for Honolulu to 
join our 2019-20 Rotary International 
president Mark Maloney and his wife 
Gay to Connect the World. I hope to 
see you there! 

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: MP Dr Marianne Azer, member of the Egyptian Parliament, 
speaks at the RI Convention in Hamburg, Germany; The House of Friendship; One of the 

main benefits of attending a Rotary convention is the range of topics covered by exceptional 
speakers from around the world; Then Rotary International president Barry Rassin set the 

scene by dancing on stage to a Bahamian beat; Jeffrey Kluger, Editor at Large for TIME 
magazine, spoke at general session 3; Steve Farber, founder and chairman of The Extreme 

Leadership Institute, spoke at general session 2.
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