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WELLBEING 
NOT WELFARE FOR AUSSIE

FARMERS
Rotarians have been tirelessly fundraising and implementing programs to 

assist those doing it tough as a result of the drought stretching across NSW, 
Queensland and Victoria. The millions raised from the Rotary and Channel 
9 national appeal are being put to good use, as well as the tens of thousands 

pulled in by Rotary clubs through their own home-grown events.

(Photo: @edwinarobertson)
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Drought Relief 
– Lessons 
Learned 
District 9630’s Rotary Drought 
Relief Program has been a 
tremendous success. Accordingly, it 
will be used as the model for the 
distribution of the $10+ million 
raised by the Channel 9 and 
Rotary Australia 2018 Drought 
Relief Fund in the coming months. 

“MANY MORE 
PROJECTS 
ARE BEING 
IMPLEMENTED 
BY ROTARIANS 
OUT OF THE 
$2.35MILLION 
ALLOCATED TO 
ROTARY DISTRICTS 
BY THE NATIONAL 
FARMERS’ 
FEDERATION.”

AS reported in Rotary Down Under, October 2018, 
Rotary has played a key role in drought relief efforts 

through the partnership of Rotary Australia World Community 
Service (RAWCS) and Channel 9 in a national appeal.

RAWCS pulled out all the stops to ensure the national 
drought appeal ran smoothly, despite receiving no fees for their 
services. Already, extensive back room facilities are in place for 
well-publicised fundraising efforts, however, precautions were 
taken by upgrading the usual three servers to seven to handle 
the expected high hit rate. On the day of Nine’s Farm Aid 
telethon, more than 17,500 donations were made, with as 
many as five receipts issued per second. 

Throughout the broadcast, there was live streaming of 
donations with the name, area and amount running across the 
bottom of the television screen, as well as 10-minute updates 
of totals throughout the day. 

The fund was closed on September 30, with $10.1 million 
raised from 56,500 donors for Aussie farmers. The National 
Farmers’ Federation is handling distribution of these proceeds. 

The Rotary Clubs of Mudgee, Mudgee Sunrise and Rylstone-
Kandos, NSW, have been granted $25,000 to channel towards 
Mudgee Money Care cards. An initiative of the Mudgee 
Chamber of Commerce, these can be used like debit cards on 
household essentials, water supply, fuel vouchers and animal 
care at participating businesses.

Many more projects are being implemented by Rotarians 
out of the $2.35 million allocated to Rotary districts by the 
National Farmers Federation. Recipients of the balance 
of funds include Lions, Salvation Army and the Country  
Women’s Association. 

Rotary’s mantra for all programs is “wellbeing not welfare” 
and the District 9630 drought program that has been in 
operation for four years is being used as the model for the 
projects being implemented; primarily vouchers to redeem 
goods at a local store or debit cards to be used for essentials. 

(Photo: @edwinarobertson)
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Edwina Robertson 
– One Bucket of Hope
Wedding photographer Edwina  
Robertson drove across the Australian 
outback with her dog, Jordie, to bring  
stories from the bush to the forefront as part 
of her One Bucket of Hope campaign. Taking 
photos in exchange for accommodation, 
food and diesel, Edwina’s beautiful images 
put faces to the drought and generate 
awareness in urban populations about what 
the drought is and what it currently means 
for so many rural Australians. Through 
sharing these personal stories – which are 
confronting, hopeful, inspiring and heart 
wrenching, all at the same time – One 
Bucket aims to bring a morale boost to 
rural communities and raise much needed 
financial assistance. Visit www.onebucket.
com.au or view Edwina’s Instagram page  
@edwinarobertson.

A second RAWCS fund has been opened to 
continue to assist Rotarians in drought relief efforts. 
Already, $400,000 has been collected and counting. 
This money will be redistributed to Rotary districts to 
implement further projects assisting rural communities 
impacted by drought. 

RAWCS treasurer Mike Whitehouse is particularly 
passionate about drought relief support. 

“I’d developed a good relationship with Darrell 
Tiemens, president of the Rotary club of Narrabri, 
NSW, who I had worked with prior to the drought 
appeal, establishing a project to help his fellow 
farmers [see page 52 – Neighbours in Need]. 

“In one conversation, I noticed a distinct change 
in his demeanour. I asked him if he was okay, and he 
replied, ‘Actually, I am not; One of our Rotarians has 
attended three funerals in as many weeks’.

“RAWCS money will be going towards projects 
focused on fostering long-term wellbeing in 
communities, rather than one-off handouts. I look 
forward to seeing the difference we can all make 
together,” Mike said.

(Photo: @edwinarobertson)
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DISTRICT 9630 is home 
to some of the hardest hit 
communities in Western 
Queensland. In response, 
the Rotary Clubs of Roma, 
Mitchell, Charleville and St 
George, Qld, instigated a 
relief program in 2014 and 
it has been in operation 
ever since. 

The program takes a 
“whole of community” 
approach, accepting that 
farmers, local businesses, 
families and children are 
“all in it together” coping with the 
effect of drought. Impact goes far 
beyond agriculture, with drought 
slowing down the local economy, 
increasing stress levels, l imiting 
youth opportunities and fraying the  
social fabric. 

The program has three main 
components, including the distribution 
of vouchers to families in difficult 
financial circumstances, holding 
family days to foster inter-community 
support, and reading assistance for 
children in drought areas. 

As  o f  Ju l y  2018,  $950,000 
towards funding the program has 
been raised by Rotary clubs across 
Australia, Rotaract, various non-profit 
organisations and charities, corporates 
and private individuals. 

Over $200,000 of this amount 
was raised by Rotary efforts, with 
a particularly successful awareness 
campaign run by District 9630 and 
the Lockyer Valley Regional Council 
bringing in $100,000. The Rotaract 
Club of Toowoomba, Qld, has raised 

an extraordinary $30,000 to date 
through running a popular, now 
annual gala dinner. 

Beyond Rotary, the Queensland 
Freemasons charity, Hand Heart Pocket, 
has notably contributed $266,000 and 
the RACQ Foundation $50,000.

As the drought relief program is 
completely run by volunteers, no 
overhead or administrative expenses 
are incurred, meaning all the money 
goes directly to those in need. 

Vouchers 
The decision was made early on not 
to donate “stuff” into communities, 
shaped in part by lessons learnt during 
emergency relief provided by Rotarians 
in communities impacted by the 
Queensland floods of 2011. 

Though well-intentioned, donation 
drop-offs usually give recipients little 
agency deciding which goods best 
meet their needs. Additionally, since 
goods are brought in, not purchased 
locally, sales are taken away from 
struggling local businesses and 

producers, who receive hardly any 
assistance in times of drought. 

The voucher program stimulates 
economic development in local 
communities by ensuring local small 
businesses receive the benefit of the 
program as well as those in need. 
This has flow-on benefits to the 
entire region, as well as allowing 
recipients to purchase exactly what 
they require. So far, 21 communities 
and 71 small businesses have elected 
to take part in this scheme. The Rural 
Financial Counselling Service Southern 
Queensland, according to eligibility 
criteria, distributes the vouchers. 

Feedback from businesses and 
recipients has been very positive, with 
reports it has been the most effective 
aid program in the region thus far and 
mutually beneficial for all involved. 

“Just wanted to say ‘thank you very 
much’ for the vouchers we received in 
the mail today,” wrote one participant. 
“As you are probably very aware, we 
have been in a bit of a tough patch 
lately and haven’t received so much 

District 9630 
Rotary Drought 
Relief Program

(Photo: @edwinarobertson)
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hairdressing and manicures and other 
treats, which are the first to be let go 
when times get tough. Rotarians also 
offer kids’ activities, such as paper 
plane competitions and games. 

Reading Assistance Program 
In tough times, books are often 
cons ide red  a  l u xu r y  f am i l i e s 
cannot afford. This can have long-
term consequences upon literacy 
development; stories can also help 
foster emotional wellbeing during 
tough times. 

Rotary has provided a book a month 
to 200 young children signed up for 
the reading assistance program, 
developed as part of the drought relief 
efforts. A library is currently being 
planned so children can also share 
books with one another. 

District 9630 Rotary Drought 
Relief Program Study 
Report 2018 
Rotary Peace Fellow Shen Huang, who 
holds a Masters of Peace and Conflict 
Studies, completed an extensive report 
on the roll-out and effectiveness of the 
District 9630 Drought Relief Program 
through extensive data collection with 
participants, program partners and 
Rotarians across Western Queensland. 
She was sponsored by the Rotary 
Club of Visalia County Center, US, 
and hosted by the Rotary Club of 
Wooloongabba, Qld. 

of hardship. Suicide is 
a concern with entire 
families, with the rural 
you th  su i c ide  r a te 
particularly high. Young 
people can feel like a 
burden on their families. 
Those who have been forced 
to come home from boarding 
school due to financial strain 
can also find it hard to fit back 
into their local community. 

Rotary clubs host a number of 
free, small community get-together 
events in local halls, sporting clubs 
and other community centres. Guests 
are encouraged to mingle and share 
experiences, with Rotarians acting as 
unobtrusive facilitators.

These events are “mental health 
relief in disguise”, bringing together 
people, who usually feel isolated, in 
a social and welcoming environment. 
Such safe spaces allow people to 
open up and commiserate with others 
in the same boat, strengthening 
support networks and releasing 
stress. Without such events, pride 
and fear of being judged can lead 
to many “bottling it up inside”, with  
unhappy consequences. 

Gatherings feature entertainers, 
with performers like bush poets 
Murray Hartin and Sandy Thorne 
donating their time, as well as 
pampering stations with massage, 

of the rain that has been around. We 
have been feeding stock for some time 
now, so these vouchers will certainly 
help with some basic necessities. We 
really appreciate the help of Rotary 
and having local business houses that 
we can support as well is a great idea.” 

Family days 
Mental health, social isolation and 
suicide remain significant challenges 
within rural areas, especially in times 

(Photo: @edwinarobertson)
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Bowls and 
Birdies for 
Bales

THE Rotary Club of Laurieton, NSW, organised a Bowls 
and Birdies for Bales event to raise funds for drought 
affected farmers.

The Laurieton United Services Club’s Kew Country Club 
was arranged as the venue, with an excellent turn out, 
despite intermittent rain. There was the opportunity to 
play bowls, golf or both, all for a good cause. Rotarians 
cooked the delicious lunch for the players.

Over $3300 was raised through ticket sales and a 
raffle in which local businesses donated prizes. Monetary 
donations were also received from LUSC Indoor Sports 
Clubs and LUSC Social Lawn Bowls. 

Rotarians sold toy sheep at the markets and received 
great support from the community in the form of donations 
and has sent $15,000 to Narrabri and Coonabarabran 
Rotary clubs to arrange effective distribution within  
the community.

Rotary Club 
of Laurieton 

members cooking 
for the bowlers 
and golfers in a 

tent on an old 
bowling green 

during a club 
fundraiser.

Beer, Wine 
and Food Fair

THE Rotary Club of Nambucca Heads, 
NSW, hosted their fourth annual Beer, 
Wine and Food Fair, with all funds 

from this year’s event going towards 
drought relief.

Wall-to-wall crowds eager to try 
the delicacies on offer filled the Island 
Golf Club. On offer were samples of 
boutique beers from Coopers and 
Lion Nathan, as well as wines from 
DeBortoli, Treasury Wine Estates, 

Pernod Ricard and Australian Vintage, 
among others. Experts were on hand 
to answer any questions by attendees. 

Complimentary sampling plates 
of meats, cheeses and other fresh 
produce were also available. 

The plight of farmers facing drought 
conditions is particularly meaningful to 
club president Rod Blair, who is himself 
a farmer. 

All money raised on the day was 
sent to Coonabarabran, Narrabri 
a n d  G u n n e d a h  R o t a r y  c l u b s  
for disbursement.
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Tears of 
Disbelief

KAREN Nugent’s farm only had 10 days of feed left.
When president of the Rotary Club of Murgon, Qld, Heath 

Sander and his wife heard about Karen’s plight, he and the 
rest of the club got to work finding help.

A Rotarian’s son, farmer Dane Kapernick, was the first to 
come forward, with the offer of a semi-trailer load of hay 
and 20 salt blocks for the cattle – an especially generous 
offer, given his own property is also in drought conditions. 

Heath then contacted Aussie Helpers co-founder Brian 
Egan, who offered to fund the transport of the hay, and 
called on the help of several connections in the Tamworth 
area, including country singer Johanna Hemara, radio 
personality Ray McCoy and fellow Rotarians, with the Group 
4 Football Club lending some muscle to unload the hay at 
Kate’s farm. 

With her partner, Les, working in Scone during the week, 
Karen shoulders most of the farm responsibilities herself. It is 
the first time in 15 years she has seen their big dam run dry. 
Their plight is exacerbated through having one child with an 
illness, who requires regular trips to Sydney.

The drought has driven ewes to leave their lambs, meaning 

Karen now has nine lambs to mother by hand. 
“You don’t mind working, but it is sad; every time I go 

out, they associate me with food and that’s the thing, seeing 
animals hungry. That’s what gets to you,” Karen said. 

Naturally, she was in complete shock when the Rotary Club 
of Murgon contacted her to say help was on the way. 

“I just went into tears of disbelief from the kindness. I cried 
and cried when I saw the truck coming.”

Local Rotarians provided lunch for Karen, her family and 
everyone else helping out. 

“We can only help in a small way, it’s not going to solve the 
problem, but it helps them through,” Heath said.

Karen’s story inspired the Scots in the Bush Festival at 
Boondooma Homestead, near Proston, which attracts more 
than 1000 people annually, to provide almost $3000 for the 
Rotary Club of Murgon to distribute towards further drought 
relief in Western Queensland. National Seniors Australia, 
Murgon & District Branch Inc. then donated $1000 through the 
Rotary club, which was added to by two private donors, making 
a total of $1100 to go towards providing grassroots assistance.

Since then, the Wondai Country Club’s Bowls and BBQ 
evening has raised $3000, and the Murgon Men’s Shed has 
donated $350 towards the purchase of hay. 

These funds have been distributed between the Western 
Queensland Drought Appeal, the Rotary Club of Longreach, 
which does an amazing job of plugging the gap in all things 
drought related, and the District 9630 Drought Appeal.

Karen and her 
kids with a bale of 
“Wonderful Hay”.
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Buy a Beer for a Bushie
GREAT Northern Brewing Co. donated 1000 kegs of beer towards a national 
campaign to help drought-affected farmers. 

Pubs and clubs across the country registered to take part in the Let it Pour event, 
held over a weekend at the end of August. The kegs were tapped, with the public 
coming in droves to “buy a beer for a bushie”. 

All money from sales has been directed to the Rotary Australia Drought Relief 
Fund. Great Northern Brewing Co. further tipped in $250,000 cash from their 
own coffers, with the initiative adding more than $1 million to the $10 million  
plus appeal.

Great Northern Manager Mick McKeown said regional Australia has supported 
the company from day one, and they were happy to do their bit to give back now 
many were doing it tough.

Newling Gardens 
Drought Appeal
TWO members of the Rotary Club 
of Armidale North, NSW, who live at 
the local Newling Gardens Retirement 
Village, recently decided to ask if 
the residents would support them in 
raising funds for drought relief.

Following an appeal, a barbecue, 
raffles, an art auction and a great deal 
of support from beyond the village, the 
final result was just under $16,000. 
These funds will be distributed within 
the local cluster area via the Salvation 

Army, especially in support of families 
struggling to put food on the table or 
to pay for essential services. Further 
funds received from Rotary Australia 
World Community Service and the 
Rotary Club of Rowville Lysterfield, 
Vic, will go towards the wider drought 
support effort. 

“We were most grateful for the 
enthusiastic response from residents, 
local businesses, other retirement 
villages in the Retire Australia group 
and, of course, our own Rotary club,” 
said Village resident and Rotarian Ray 
Chappell.

Ray Chappell, of the Rotary Club of Armidale North, was one of the 
instigators of the Newling Gardens Drought Appeal, which raised 

almost $16,000 for drought relief. (Photo: Armidale Express)

Eliza Gray from Orana, Texas, and 
Great Northern general manager 
Mick McKeown get behind the 
‘Buy a Beer for a Bushie’ campaign. 
(Photo: The Land/ Fairfax)
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Joint fundraising 
event raises over 
$15,000
THE Rotary, Lions and Zonta clubs of Stanthorpe, Qld, pulled 
together to hold a huge fundraising event for drought relief. 

Some 200 patrons attended the Exhibition Hall at the 
Stanthorpe Showgrounds, provided free of charge by the 
Show Society.

Entertainment for the evening was provided by musician 
Kate Cook, while ‘Trivia with a Twist’ – where one activity 
involved each team presenting a catapult made from rubber 
bands and lollipop sticks to project a Bendigo rubber bull 
across the stage – provided lots of laughs.

In the background, Ringmaster’s Café, Snowflakes in 
Stanthorpe and Lions, provided food and drinks. All profits 
raised from sales were donated to the cause.

Countless local businesses gifted items for the multi-
draw raffle and auction, many of who were themselves 
doing it tough because of the drought. Contributions 
included framed artworks, furniture and memorabilia. 
McDonald’s came forward as the biggest sponsor, putting 
$1000 towards the event and donating a Gold Coast luxury  
accommodation package. 

Prior to the evening, The Border Post ran large advertisements 
in three of their papers without charge, contributing to the 
volume of guests. The local Bendigo Bank branch agreed to 
act as the ticket vendor, with staff collecting and processing 
all ticket funds. 

Profits reached over $15,000, which will be sent to the 
RAWCS Drought Appeal. 

The Rotary, Lions and Zonta clubs were deeply humbled by 
the generous spirit shown by the community towards their 
efforts to alleviate the impact of drought.

Pictured: Stanthorpe Lions member Ray Palmer, left, Peggy Channon, of the Zonta 
Club of Stanthorpe, Lions member and Bendigo Bank manager Katy McKenzie, 
and Alec Harslett, of the Rotary Club of Stanthorpe at the cheque presentation.

Pictured: St Xavier’s Primary School teachers join in the Dress Like a Farmer 
Day fun. (Photo: Namoi Valley Independent/Fairfax)

ST Xavier’s Primary School, in Runaway Bay, Qld, has raised 
more than $1000 for farmers through their Dress Like a 
Farmer Day. Students and staff alike donned jeans and 
plaid, all bringing in a gold coin donation for the cause. 

The funds raised were directed towards the Rotary Club 
of Gunnedah 2380’s drought relief fund. 

School Principal Jennifer Honner says the impact of 
the drought has been the subject of much classroom 
discussion. The dress-up day was geared towards raising 
awareness, as well as helping those in need. 

Dress Like a 
Farmer Day
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Doing It For 
Our Farmers

Briana Merritt, of the Rotary Club of Guyra, NSW, took 
matters into her own hands when she saw those on the  
land doing it tough. She set about creating a drop-off 

point at the Guyra Bowling Club for non-perishable foods, 
household supplies and pet food for farming families. 

“A lot of farmers aren’t feeding themselves, as 
livestock feed gets more and more expensive,” Briana 

said. “I don’t want them stressing about feeding  
their kids.” Briana has been boxing up the donations 

pouring in, which will be collected for the “Doing 
It For Our Farmers” volunteers for sorting and 

distribution. “I will run this for as long  
as we need to do it,” Briana said. 

Young 
philanthropists 
help fill bellies
TWO nine-year-old students from Orford Primary 
School, located in the small rural town of Orford 
along the east coast of Tasmania, set out to raise 
funds for drought relief. The young philanthropists 
approached the student council to assist them 
with chalking “Drought Relief 2018” and various 
designs of animals on the playground asphalt. The 
entire school cohort of just over 80 students then 
joined in, placing coin donations over the top. 

When the local Rotary Club of Spring Bay heard 
about the children’s hard work, they offered to 
match the $490 they had raised. The $1000 total 
has been transferred to a school in Peak Hill, NSW 
– an area heavily impacted by drought. 

The money will fund the P&C breakfast program, 
designed to ensure all students start the day with 
a meal. Without the generosity of the Orford 
Primary School students and others, the program 
would have been forced to close due to financial 
strain – just when it was needed most. 

RIGHT: Hannah Rogers 
and Ben Whitehead 

from Orford Primary 
School. Hannah’s 

mother was proud 
of Hannah and her 
brother’s charitable 

hearts; they emptied 
their money box for 

the cause. 

ABOVE: Briana with 
some of the food boxes 

she packages for local 
farmers doing it tough.
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IN 2007, in the middle of Australia’s 
worst recorded drought since European 
settlement, yields from vineyards, 
orchards and other irrigated crops were 
in decline. 

The only water supply was from the 
100-year-old Burrunjuck Dam on the 
Murrumbidgee River and Blowering 
Dam on the western edge of the 
Snowy Mountains Scheme. Both were  
nearly empty.

Many of the members of the Rotary 
Club of Yenda, NSW, are farmers, 
descendants of the pioneering families 
in the district. Everyone was finding 
it extremely difficult to balance the 
reduced supply of allocated water for 
irrigation and the needs of their farms.

A new cloud seeding trial was in 
operation in Cooma to produce snow 
in the Murray River catchment at the 
time. One club member, with family 

Cloud Seeding 
reaches new 
heights

connections on the Monaro, NSW visited 
Snowy Hydro in Cooma to learn about 
its cloud seeding trial. He discovered the 
cloud seeding was ground-based from 
fixed sites, only operating when seeding 
would produce snow. No aircraft were 
involved, meaning costs were much 
lower. He asked whether similar seeding 
in the Murrumbidgee catchment, 
if allowed, would produce results 
comparable to those for the Murray.

In response, a scientist from Snowy 
Hydro visited the club as a guest speaker 
in November 2007 and told members 
about the trial and potential for increased 
water flows into the Murrumbidgee 
from snow in the catchment. The Mayor 
and a winery CEO were also present. 

The presentation covered the 
operating criteria for cloud seeding 
and the data collected to evaluate its 
effectiveness. However, an amendment 
to the Snowy Mountains Cloud Seeding 
Trial Act was necessary for seeding over 
the Murrumbidgee catchment, due to 
environmental restraints prohibiting 
the activity within the Kosciuszko  
National Park.

After the presentation, the Rotary Club 
of Yenda spearheaded a letter-writing 
campaign to the NSW Government 
and Opposition, strongly supporting 
Snowy Hydro’s application for changes 
to the Snowy Mountains Cloud Seeding  
Trial Act.

Consequently, the Act was amended 
in 2008 to allow cloud seeding to take 
place over a greater part of the Snowy 
Mountains from winter 2009 onwards. 
The outcome of the trial so far has 
been an increase in precipitation of 14 
per cent over the target areas, with no 
adverse impacts on the environment. 
There are demonstrated benefits to 
both the Murray and Murrumbidgee 
Rivers, as well as irrigation farmers 
and towns in South Western NSW and  
Northern Victoria.

An added benefit, apart from the 
increased confidence of farmers in 
the supply of water for irrigation, is 
the benefit to snowfield recreation – a 
positive consequence of an innovative 
scientific initiative, all made possible by 
the Rotary Club of Yenda championing 
for action!

What is Cloud Seeding?
Cloud seeding is a form 
of weather modification 
encouraging formation of ice 
crystals or raindrops. 

Even in dry areas, air usually 
contains some water. This 
water can be encouraged 
to come together and form 
ice crystals or condensation 
through seeding the 
atmosphere with chemicals 
such as silver iodide. 

These substances can be 
delivered via plane or simply 
sprayed from the ground. The 
little water in the air condenses 
around the introduced 
particles and crystallises to 
form ice or droplets, increasing 
precipitation.

A cloud seeding generator on the western side of the Snowy Mountains. 
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Liverpool 
Goes 
Country
IN 2013, Pamela Bach, wife 
of Peter, of the Rotary Club 
of L iverpool,  NSW, started 
wondering about the women 
living in drought-stricken country.

“She thought that with all the 
drought, if there was any spare 
cash the mothers would make 
sure they were the last in line to 
get anything,” Peter said. “We 
thought we’d try to do something 
about it.”

The Bachs approached Peter’s 
club about creating pamper 
packs for these ladies, after 
which chemists and wholesalers 
were approached for product 
donations. In the past five years, 
Rotarians and friends have put 
hundreds of toiletry and cosmetic 
packs together, each with an 
estimated retail value of $80. 

Keith Glover, of the Rotary 
Club of Coonamble, NSW, has 
helped by delivering packs to 
ladies in Koonambi, Towri Units, 
Coonamble Hospital’s Residential 
Aged Care Unit and various 
rural properties. Salvation Army 
Chaplains and Department of 
Primary Industries staff also assist 
in finding grateful recipients. 

However,  th ings  haven’t 
always gone to plan. After a 
glitch in transport last year, 
which saw packs sitting in a 
freight warehouse until well after 
Mothers’ Day, this year the Bachs 
decided to make the 12-hour 
trip to drop them off to Keith 
themselves.

“When we drove out there, 
we could tell that things certainly 
aren’t great,” Keith said. “We 
make no restrictions – if there’s 
someone in need and it can 
brighten their day then that’s 
where the pamper packs go.”

Welcome relief for Camden farmers
DROUGHT-STRICKEN farmers in Camden, NSW, will soon receive their share 
in $245,000, raised by the Rotary Club of Narellan, NSW, and some generous 
Macarthur businesses and locals. 

The impressive sum was raised through generous community donations, 
including the Narellan Business Chamber, Urban Development Institute of Australia 
and Camden Council.

“We have identified a few farmers locally who are doing it especially tough, so 
the funds will be used to help them,” past president Phil Dowd said. 

Cash payments will be distributed to farmers to be used as they see fit.
“Basically, we will give the farmers cash, because not all of them want stock 

feed,” Phil said. “Some need to buy water or put food on the table – so we want 
to help make that a little easier.”

The club presented cheques to 31 farmers, who expressed their gratitude and 
told of hardships they were facing and how a helping hand gave them a renewed 
spirit to keep going.

Hume MP Angus Taylor attended the donations handover on October 31 and 
praised the efforts of the club throughout the prolonged drought.

“It has been a trying time, particularly for dairy farmers. When you’ve got to 
produce milk every day at a price point that quite frankly is not a fair price... to 
have a group like this that’s prepared to step in, is a really wonderful thing,” Mr 
Taylor said. “The way this group raises money and contributes to the community 
is like none other.”

THE Rotary Club of Singleton, NSW, teamed up with the Imperial Hotel to 
host a drought relief benefit night. 

Locals were invited to come dressed in their best farm gear and get boot 
scootin’ to Rock ’n’ Roll country tunes by The Trade Ins. Children’s entertainment 
was provided the whole night, with a free playground and jumping castle. 

One dollar from every drink and five dollars from every meal went directly 
to fund hay and water deliveries to farmers and stock in desperate need in 
Coonabarabran. Plenty of raffles were also on offer, raising further funds.

Boot Scootin’ for Farmers

Hume MP Angus Taylor with Narellan locals, Rotarians and business owners at the handover of the 
second distribution of drought-support funds to Southern Highlands’ dairy farmers.
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$30,000 donation for 
drought relief program
MAJOR rural insurer MGA Whittles has presented a cheque 
for $30,000 to the Rotary Club of St Peters, SA, to go towards 
the Rotary Australia Drought Relief Program. 

The company employs some 550 people, running the MGA 
Whittles Community Foundation as part of its Corporate 
Responsibility Program. Every year, the foundation donates 
tens of thousands towards causes, from the Guide Dogs 
Association to the council.

The cheque was presented by MGA Whittles Executive 
Chairman John George, a past president and current member 
of the Rotary Club of St Peters.

“The company has always been a strong supporter of the 
rural community, with many of our offices and clients located 
in regional areas,” John said.

“We know farmers are the lifeblood of the community and 
if we don’t all pitch in and do something, we’ll regret it before 
too long,” club president Brian Kretschmer said.

Pictured: MGA Whittles Executive Chairman John George, third from the left, 
presents the $30,000 cheque to Rotary Club of St Peters president Brian Kretschmer, 
second from the right, with other Rotarians and staff of MGA Whittles.

Barry the Bull 
pitching in 
THE Rotary Club of Nambour, 
Qld, has teamed up with a well-
known Sunshine Coast business 
to help raise money for farmers 
experiencing hardship. 

The Woombye Rural Supplies 
shop front is home to a sculpted 
bull, dubbed “Barry”, who currently 
has a bucket around his neck to 
collect donations from passers-by. 
Many are taking the opportunity to 
snap photos with Barry to share on 
social media. 

“We simply want to help our 
own,” said shop owner Narelle 
Kither. “As the price of feed rises 
locally, it’s just a small reminder of 
how lucky we are on the Coast 
and what we can do right here 
in Woombye to let the farmers 
(our suppliers) know we care. The 
bucket is there for anyone who 
might have a few dollars and want 
to do their part.” 

The Woombye Community Bank 
branch of Bendigo Bank has been 
keeping the money collected safe 
until it can be distributed out west. 
The Rotary Club of Nambour has 
arranged for the $5000 raised so 
far to be presented to the Rotary 
Drought Relief Appeal. 

“With the help of  Rotary 
and ongoing efforts to make a 
difference, we’ll get the money 
raised directly to the farmers we 
know can use it most,” Narelle said.

Pictured: Rotary Club of Nambour president 
Doug Chetwynd with RAWCS representative 
Ron Poulsen, Rotarian and Bendigo Bank 
staff member Michael MacDonald, past club 
president Greg Hale and owner of Woombye 
Rural Supplies Narelle Kither.
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Neighbours 
in Need 
AFTER the suicide of a local farmer, 
who had given up hope, the Rotary 
Club of Narrabri, NSW, began what 
came to be known as the Neighbours 
in Need program.

Though many government agencies 
and charities provide counselling 
services and hardship assistance, 
many are struggling to reach isolated 
pockets of the community, such as in 
Narrabri. Neighbours in Need, created 
in partnership with the Rotary clubs of 
Wee Waa and Boggabri, NSW, aims to 
solve this. 

The project encourages neighbours 
to anonymously nominate those who 
are socially isolated as a result of the 

drought and could do with support. 
Rotarians then make the trip out to 
their place to sit down and have a 
chat. Conversations are often not 
happy, but being able to talk about 
it and knowing someone out there 
cares can make all the difference. 
Volunteers within all three clubs have 
been trained in Mental First Aid, to 
recognise warning signs and render 
appropriate assistance.

“We have created a tax-deductible 
charitable vehicle designed to get 
through to as many people in our 
area as possible,” said Bruce Pyke, 
Rotary Club of Narrabri public officer 
and project manager of Neighbours in 
Need. “We are using grocery vouchers, 
fresh cakes and fuel cards as a way of 
sitting down with people to ensure 
they know about all the great services 

out there. In times like these, many 
people slip through the cracks and we 
aim to reach out in the best way we 
possibly can. If we can avoid tragedy 
in just a small number of cases, then 
it’s all been worthwhile.”

“The classic thing Aussie blokes 
do when things get a bit tricky is 
hide down in the back paddock so 
they don’t have to deal with financial 
issues, having to shoot livestock and 
so forth,” Narrabri Rotarian Darrell 
T iemens said. “It’s important to 
understand that farmers have a huge 
amount of pride in their identity. They 
work long hours a day, seven days per 
week. When the media comes out 
and says things like ‘Farmers should 
have been preparing for drought’ it 
makes them feel even worse. Farmers 
manage farms according to science 

Gold for 
Gunnedah
THE harbourside Sydney suburb of 
Lane Cove, NSW, is the Sister City 
of regional northern NSW town of 
Gunnedah, currently immersed in the 
grip of drought. 

The Gold for Gunnedah fundraising 
campaign was begun by Lane Cove 
residents to lend a helping hand to their 
counterparts, as they did during the last 
drought in 2002. 

More than 60 organisations, including 
churches, community groups, sports 
teams and businesses, have become 
involved so far. As well as hosting 
collection boxes, Dress Like A Farmer 
Days and a Rock on for Rain with The 
Voice contestant Tim Conlan have also 
been organised. Specially printed tea 
towels have also been commissioned 
to sell in Lane Cove, with profits going 
towards the fundraising total.

All money raised will be dispersed 
through the Gunnedah community by 
way of vouchers in local food stores, 

Bunnings and other retailers. 
The Rotary Club of Lane Cove has 

been working with the Rotary Club 
of Gunnedah West to establish a 

collection point. Funds will also be 
donated to Feed a Farmer, which will 
supply boxes of produce to farmers in 
the Gunnedah area.

Photo: Namoi Valley Independent/Fairfax
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and have heard ‘This will be a great 
year for rain’ for some time now – but 
then it doesn’t show up. The drought 
is a natural disaster, it’s like facing a 
tsunami week after week.”

“It’s really nice to get a visit from 
someone,” farmer Jack Freeman said. 
“You don’t tend to get too many visits 
when it’s like this. It’s just nice to sit 
down and talk to someone. Even if 
you talk about the drought, a visit puts 
a smile on your face and makes you 
feel better.”

The three Rotary clubs further 
encourage locals  to reach out 
themselves, to ensure those around 
them are doing okay and know support 
is available to them. Around 5000 
Mental Health cards listing emergency 
help line phone numbers have been 
created by the clubs and distributed to 

letterboxes in remote areas.
The clubs are also helping to 

facilitate barbecue events where those 
hit hard by the drought can meet.

“If you think you’re the only 
one out there struggling from the 
drought, you’re going to feel pretty 
bleak,” Darrell said. “But if you can 
get together with other people who 
are also struggling, it makes a big 
difference. It’s quite therapeutic.” 

“You find other people who are 
doing it just as tough as you are 
or worse, and that helps for sure,” 
agreed farmer Philip Firth. 

Neighbours in Need additionally 
collects tax-deductible donations 
th rough the  Rota ry  Aus t ra l i a 
Benevolent Society.

“The best thing city folk can do to 
help is get onto the RAWCS website 

and provide financial support. Another 
way is to get out and visit a country 
town suffering from drought – stay at 
the pub, play golf, put money into the 
community,” Darrell said. 

Neighbours in Need is also handling 
the distribution of approximately 
$80,000 worth of pasture seed given 
by Pacific Seeds.

“We have every intention of 
Neighbours in Need being a long-
term commitment by Rotary. The 
impact of this drought will be felt for 
many months after the first drops of 
drought-breaking rain are received,” 
Darrell said. “The most important 
thing is that we build a stronger, 
more drought-resistant community by 
supporting each other.”

 For  more  informat ion v i s i t  
www.neighboursinneed.com.au

City club 
heads west
THE Rotary Club of West Pennant 
Hills and Cherrybrook, NSW, raised 
$7000 for drought relief through a 
very successful trivia night, held at the 
end of August. The total was raised 
to $17,000 as a result of a generous 
personal donation by a club member. 

It was decided to transfer the funds 
to the Rotary Club of Coonabarabran, 
NSW, which is doing all it can to help 
families struggling in the area as a 
result of the big dry. 

Eleven members of the Rotary Club 
of West Pennant Hills and Cherrybrook, 
which included their exchange student 
from Brazil, drove to Coonabarabran 
to present the funds in person, as well 
as tour the area to see firsthand the 
hardship being suffered. 

President of the Rotary Club of 
Coonabarabran, Jo Wilkin, introduced 
the visitors to locals and some of the 
issues being faced in the area. 

With sparse paddocks and feed costs 

spiralling, farmers are making use of 
cotton seed, molasses and kurrajong 
branches – anything they can get their 
hands on – to feed livestock. 

“One farmer we visited said it 
would take them 15 years to recover 
even once the drought has broken,” 
president of the Rotary Club of West 
Pennant Hills and Cherrybrook, Colin 
Sharpe, said.

“It is hard to come up with the right 
words to express how amazing it is 
for one Rotary club to do so much 
for another and their community,” Jo 
said. “I’m sure there is no shortage of 
projects they could have undertaken 

closer to their own patch – every 
community has its needs. The farming 
families here will be very grateful for 
the generosity of the club.”

The  Sydney  Rota r i ans  were 
a l so  p roud ly  shown some of 
Coonabarabran’s landmarks and sights. 

“We v i s i t ed  the  Sands tone 
Caves, Siding Springs Observatory, 
Warrumbungle National Park, and 
various cafes and restaurants, where 
we were greeted with open arms,” 
Colin said. “Simply visiting country 
areas is another great way to support 
regional economies and provide 
drought relief.” 

Drought-stressed sheep in the Coonabarabran area.


