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Forget what you 
thought you knew 
about motorcyclists. 
These Rotarians 
are proof you can 
combine a passion 
for motorcycles 
with community 
service – leather 
jacket optional.

International Fellowship of 
Motorcycling Rotarians
The International Fellowship of 
Motorcycling Rotarians (IFMR) 
is one of the largest interest 
g roup  Ro ta r y  Fe l l owsh ip s , 
with membership from around  
the world. 

Numerous chapters are spread 
across the globe,  inc luding 
Austra l ia ,  Austr ia-Germany-
Switzerland, Belgium, Central 
America, France, Great Britain and 
Ireland, Greece, India, Italy, the 
Netherlands, New Zealand, North 
America, Northern Europe, Poland, 
Portugal, Slovenia, South America, 
Spain, Turkey and Taiwan. Each 
organise activities in their own 
locales, open to motorcycling 
Rotarians and friends who want to 
take part. 

“Today, Fellowships are more 
important than ever. They bring 
people together and establish 
real fr iendships al l  over the 
world, regardless of race, religion, 
colour or nationality,” said IFMR 
internat ional  pres ident Dirk 
Jesinghaus, of the Rotary Club 
of Dillingen-Saargau, Germany. 
“IFMR means friendship, riding 
adventures, petrol talks and a lot 
of fun.”

Find out more on IFMR by visiting 
www.ifmr.org/
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Then district governor Brian Beesley led a motorcycle ride around District 9650 to visit every town that had a Rotary club in it. This photo shows 
the group at Kempsey in front of a sign promoting the nearness to finishing polio eradication. Kylie Gillies (on the sign), now a television presenter, 
was originally a Group Study Exchange team member from District 9650. These billboards were placed at Kempsey and Tamworth. In the group are 

Rotarians from Sydney, the district governor, a past Group Study Exchange team member (now Rotarian), as well as Rotarians from Kempsey.

Brian the Biker 
PAST district governor Brian Beesley, 
of the Rotary Club of Gloucester, NSW, 
combines his passion for Rotary with 
his love of motorcycles. 

As an IFMR member, he has travelled 
overseas to participate in multiple bike 
rides alongside riders from all over  
the world. 

On the IFMR Scandinavia Three 
Kingdoms Tour in 2017, a group of 
Rotarians rode through Denmark, 
Norway and Sweden – travelling by 
ferry between the countries. 

“There’s always challenges orienting 
to giving and receiving instructions in 
several languages – on this occasion, 
English, Danish, French, German and 
Swiss,” Brian said. “A lot of perspective 
is gained sitting around on the bikes 
and understanding how people from 

around the world interpret things 
differently. This sort of understanding 
and ability to listen is so important to 
solving the humanitarian issues we 
face as Rotarians.”

Brian also joined IFMR India for a 
ride – a place where one can expect 
the unexpected. 

“I’d sum it up as ‘organised chaos’. 
You round a corner and there is a truck 
coming your way, or a cow asleep in 
your path. Waterfalls and dirt, unsealed 
sections are just part of the fun.”

Almost every locale they passed 
th rough  showed  ev idence  o f  
Rotary’s contribution. 

“Sometimes a school water hydrant, 
sometimes a garden on the side of 
the road. We saw a sign in a hospital 
saying its very existence was owed to 
Rotarians, who saw a need and did 
something about it,” he said.  

Brian saw Rotary in action firsthand 
when he was invited to speak at a 
Rotary club meeting in Chennai, after 
devastating floods flattened the airport 
and reduced the underprivileged areas 
to rubble. 

“The Rotary clubs in Chennai asked 
the poor what items they needed, 
such as cooking gear, and supplied it 
exactly as asked. All the families had 
lost different items, so giving them 
one-size-fits-all donations wouldn’t 
have made such a difference. People 
queued up for hours to receive items 
we could simply grab off a hardware 
shop shelf in Australia. No one was 
greedy, and all were thankful. It was 
a humbling experience and a real 
honour to take part.” 

Closer to home, Brian participated in 
the 10-day IFMR Australia International 
Ride, with visitors from Germany, 
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Why motorcyclists make good Rotarians
By Brian Beesley

• To ride safely you must prepare yourself and your bike well.
• In Rotary, well prepared meetings in a great venue lead  

to success.
• To ride through the corner, you must set a prepared line with a 

safe starting point; come close to opposing traffic, then power 
out with a clear vision.

• In Rotary, the organisation must have a set purpose for its 
existence; at some point there will be close contact with 
opposing forces that challenge the way forward. Once a vision 
is set… go for it with determination.

• In riding, poor preparation, external influences and the 
weather can bring you unstuck. Your survival plan and good 
gear helps minimise the damage.

• In Rotary, sometimes even the best plans at all levels can be 
challenging. Rely on the hard work of many years and look 
forward to a future with clarity.

• In riding, new technology brings a new breed of rider and an 
increased level of performance and safety to travel both new 
and well-ridden tracks.

• In Rotary, if we want to move forward, we must allow the next 
generation to bring their skills to the organisation and guide us 
on new paths. Much like we did with our predecessors.

CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE: Heather and 
Brian Beesley about to Board the Spirit to 

ride in Tasmania; Heather and Brian crossing 
one of the creeks that cross the roads in the 

Himalayas; The Royal Enfield Motorcycles 
that are used extensively on the Indian 

rides; Brian Beesley’s bike on the Nullabor 
during the round Australia lap.

Belgium, Taiwan, Switzerland, Iceland, 
Denmark, England, USA, Norway and 
Finland. They viewed landmarks and 
plenty of Australia’s natural beauty – 
as well as enjoying some more unique 
experiences like watching South 
Australian police dogs showing off 
their skills in a special demonstration. 

“There were plenty of laughs along 
the way,” Brian said. “Try telling a 
Taiwanese rider, ‘That’s right – turn left 
at the next intersection,’ in the middle 
of Sydney!” 
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EVERY YEAR, people from all walks of life take up the Postie Bike Challenge to adventure 
over 3500 kilometres on small Honda motorcycles. 

Rotarians are often among the 40 or more people, aged anywhere from 19 to 72, who take 
part in the unique journey, which supports numerous good causes on the way. Since 2002, 
nearly two million kilometres have been racked up and $1 million injected into community 
groups and charities.

The routes, which alternate through different parts of the country each year, include a 
combination of dirt and sealed roads. Motorbikes, catering, accommodation, mechanics and 
support vehicles are all provided by the event organisers for the duration of the challenge.  

Dinner, breakfast and packed lunches are provided by community groups, including Lions, 
Rotary, sporting clubs, the Country Women’s Association, Aboriginal community groups, and 
showground societies. The catering fee they receive is turned towards the support of various 
worthy causes. 

The Postie Bike Challenge allows riders to support their own charity of choice as they ride, 
via collecting donations. However, at the end of the event, motorcycles are donated to the 
Rotary club at the destination. 

The idea came from the partner of one of the organisers, who previously participated in a 
Group Study Exchange team. When the question of what to do with the bikes at the end of 
the trips arose, Rotary was the first group that sprang to mind. 

Thus far, over $700,000 worth of motorcycles have been donated, spreading funds to clubs 
across multiple states.  

The Rotary Club of Broome, WA, was one such recipient. They organised a big welcome 
dinner for the 62 bike riders who completed the 3000 kilometres through outback Western 
Australia to their town. 

The club decided to gift 10 bikes each to the nearby Rotary clubs of Kununurra and 
Mosman Park, WA, to share in the windfall. Three bikes were also donated to the Broome 
PCYC for youth education programs, and another two to the Kimberley Training Institute’s  
mechanical workshop. 

A further four were sent to art students at the Institute and St Mary’s College to be painted 
and decorated for auction at the club’s inaugural White Ribbon Gala. These “mobile works of 
art” raised $7750, distributed along with the rest of the funds raised at the gala between the 
national White Ribbon campaign, Broome Men’s Outreach Service, Marnja Jarndu Women’s 
Refuge, Kullari Patrol and the local St John Ambulance brigade.

The remaining motorbikes were sold to buyers who responded to the club’s sales campaign, 
with revenue raised reaching over $30,000. Altogether, the Postie Bike Challenge brought in 
more than $40,000 for Rotary. 

To find out how to take part in the Challenge and more, visit www.postiebikechallenge.org

Postie Bike Challenge
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TOP TO BOTTOM (L-R): Bellingen Rotarians Di 
and James Christian; Postie Challenge mechanic 
Richard inspects a bike with its tyre removed; A 
backpacker from Germany considers a ride; The 

National Hotel is in Sandstone, WA, with the 
group’s Postie Bikes on parade; The obligatory 

photo spot at the Tropic of Capricorn sign – just 
to prove Posties can make it; En route to Alice 
Springs on the Oodnadatta Track – even New 
Zealanders crossed the ditch (‘Dirtch’) to ride 

our Posties; Mitch Hampel’s brakes freeze over 
in the snow; Gloucester Rotarian Brian “Bees” 

Beesley; Gloucester Rotarian Merv Gillies.
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Ride for Rotary 
IFMR INDIA’S  R ide for  Rotary 
fundraises for The Rotary Foundation 
through a motorcycle ride taking in 
India’s superb sights. 

Fourteen Rotarian bike riders from 
eight different countries took part in 
the 2018 ride, including Jeff Cornfoot, 
of the Rotary Club of Maleny, Qld, and 
Stuart Mclean, from the Rotary Club of 
Avonhead, NZ. 

The expedition spanned over 2000 
kilometres, and gave participants 
the opportunity to experience Indian 
heritage, culture and hospitality, 
as well as exchange Rotary views  
and fellowship.  

“[It was] just the greatest experience, 
enjoying the rich Indian culture and 
learning a bit of its history, with the 
great hospitality of all the Rotary club 
members we met along the way,” 
Stuart said.

Ride for Rotary registration fees, 
once costs are covered, are donated to 
The Rotary Foundation. 

Following the 2018 event’s success, 
the decision was made to host another 
ride in January 2019. Over two weeks, 
the group will travel across India visiting 
temples, tiger reserves, beaches and 
many Rotary clubs, via breathtakingly 
scenic routes. 

This time, non-motorcycling Rotarians 
are also welcome to take part in the 
journey, alongside the biking group, 
in a bus. Already, four Down Under 
Rotarians have signed up to take part.

To f ind out  more about  the 
schedule and how to register visit  
www.rideforrotary.com
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FOR SIX YEARS NOW, the Rotary Club of 
Papakura, NZ, has hosted the largest motorcycle 
show in New Zealand. 

The show covers 10,000 square metres of 
indoor display space, showcasing street bikes, 
daily commuters, museum pieces and racing 
machines. Visitors can test-ride new models, 
speak directly to manufacturers at over 50 
trade stalls, and meet with motorcycling clubs 
from around the country. 

The Ride and Shine event allows visitors to 
proudly display their own bikes on the day. 
A swap meet is now also hosted to allow the 
selling of old parts, unfinished projects, and 
collectables accumulated over the years. This 
year also saw the inclusion of a live demo zone, 
with performances by the crowd-pleasing KW 
Stunt Team.

The NZ Classic Bike of the Year was hotly 
contested, along with competition across 
categories including Best Custom, Best Club or 
Group Display, Pre-War and more. 

Polaris Motorcycles donated a 2018 Scout 
for the charity auction, which was transformed 
by Impact Cycles in the theme of a Lee Munro 
Racing Mps1350g bike.

The NZ Motorcycle Show has consistently 
proved a money-spinner for the club. In 2017, 
the show raised $180,000 – up from $140,000 
in 2016 – with the funds shared between 
a variety of community and international 
causes. These included the National Burns Unit, 
purchasing Chromebooks for a local primary 
school, sponsoring Rotary National Science 
and Technology Forum and Rotary Youth 
Exchange students, and funding Rotary Youth 
Driver Awareness, educational scholarships 
and the Karaka Historical Society. International 
initiatives such as a fresh water restoration 
project at Eua Island and ROMAC are also 
among the many global projects receiving 
benefit from the show. 

The 2018 fundraising results are still being 
tallied, but there is no question the show was, 
and will continue to be a great success. 

www.nzmotorcycleshow.co.nz

New 
Zealand 
Motorcycle 
Show


