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Celebrating 55 years

Australian Districts
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From humble beginnings in the ’60s, to 
hundreds of projects both in Australia and 
abroad, RAWCS has transformed the lives 
of countless people in need.

THIS year marks 55 years since Rotary 
Australia World Community Service 
(RAWCS) came into being. It all began 
in 1963, when PDG Keith Hopper 
participated in a National Council of 
Churches tour. During the trip, he 
encountered appalling conditions; 
those experienced by children living 
in an Indonesian orphanage plaguing  
his thoughts. 

He was determined to help them 
and thought Rotary was the perfect 
vehicle to do so. However, when he 
attended a District 9650 conference 
in Surfers Paradise, Qld, he was told, 
“There is nothing we can do about it”. 

In response, he gave a rousing speech 
to the attendees, rallying 40 Rotarians 
to his cause. Within a short time, 14 
of that number had volunteered to go 
to Indonesia to build a new, properly 
equipped residence for the orphans to 
call home. 

Keith travelled to Sydney to ask 
Qantas founder Sir Hudson Fysh if 
he could offer the team discounted 
fares. The response was initially no, 
as the newly formed group was not a 
registered organisation.

Returning directly to his hotel, Keith 
wrote a one-page constitution for a new 
organisation – calling it Fourth Avenue 
in Motion (FAIM) in a flash of inspiration. 
It was registered the following day and 
Qantas subsequently provided financial 
support to the team members. 

Keith didn’t stop there. He saw 
the opportunity for Rotary teams to 
go overseas and help the locals raise 
their standard of living beyond the 
orphanage project. Over the next 
decade, FAIM teams visited numerous 
countries in South East Asia, with 

Keith’s insurance business acting as 
unofficial headquarters. 

In 1987, growth in the number of 
teams led to the establishment of a 
national multi-district organisation 
under the direct control of the 
incumbent district governors. The new 
Rotary Australia World Community 
Service took over FAIM as well as a 
number of other smaller groups. 

Today, RAWCS is privileged to assist 
Rotarians throughout Australia deliver 
exceptional assistance to the less 
fortunate, currently managing 390 
overseas projects and 105 Australian 
projects. It has three operational 
funds: Rotary Australia Overseas Aid 
fund assisting international projects, 
Rotary Australia Benevolent Society 
helping Aussies in need, and the 
Rotary Australia Relief Fund, which 
facilitates large fundraising efforts. 

In addition to 500 plus projects, 
RAWCS major activities include Rotarians 
Against Malaria (RAM), Donations in 
Kind (DIK) and Safe Water Save Lives, 
which continually make remarkable 
progress in their areas of focus.

Countless lives have been saved 
and transformed thanks to the tireless 
efforts of volunteers and everyone 
else involved in the RAWCS journey. 
Its origins are a reminder that each 
and every one of us can make a 
tremendous difference if we set our 
minds to it. Everything RAWCS has 
achieved began with a single man, 
unwavering in his desire to help others, 
and refusing to take no for an answer. 

Today Keith’s can-do approach lives 
on in RAWCS volunteers, who readily 
accept a challenge and are not content 
until the job is done. 
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LEFT: RAWCS founder PDG Keith 
Hopper, left, with fellow past 
district governors Wal Oakes 

and Bruce McLachlan. BELOW: 
William Cullen was the victim 
of severe domestic abuse as a 
teenager. His father’s beatings 

resulted in oral and facial 
disfiguration, corrected with 
dental, nose and oral surgery 
through the Rotary Australia 
Benevolent Society (RABS). 
BOTTOM: Rotarians Against 
Malaria (RAM) – an activity 
of RAWCS – is a volunteer-
run organisation working 
to eliminate malaria. Since 
2003, RAM has raised more 

than $2 million in the fight to 
eradicate the disease. ABOVE 

RIGHT: RAWCS volunteers 
provide their time, effort and 
personal commitment to help 

others in need throughout 
the world. RIGHT: Gloucester’s 
famous country music artists, 

Phil and Matthew Bowden 
pictured with PDG Brian Beesley 

and Gloucester Rotary club 
sponsored Subaru XV for  

Purple House.

LEFT: In 2017, 
philanthropist 

Dick Smith 
donated $1 
million to 
RAWCS to 

provide support 
for individuals 

suffering personal 
hardship through 
Rotary Australia 
Compassionate 
Grant (RACG) 

projects.
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ABOVE: The primary focus of RAM has 
been the distribution of insecticide-treated 

nets to vulnerable populations in Papua 
New Guinea, the Solomon Islands and, 

more recently, Timor Leste. RIGHT: Through 
RAWCS program Donations in Kind (DIK), 

hospital beds from a Sydney hospital 
have been reused in the Jafna Teaching 

Hospital in Eastern Region Sri Lanka. 
BELOW: The Korogo LifeStraws Project, 

a collaboration between the Rotary Club 
of Adelaide, SA, and RAWCS, brought 

LifeStraw water filters to PNG to  
reduce infant mortality rates in  
villages along the Sepik River.


