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Within our region there are districts that also encompass overseas 
clubs. The following four stories showcase Rotary clubs looking 

beyond their local area to assist our nearby neighbours. Read on to 
see how we’re making a difference in our own backyard.
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OVER 10 years, the Rotary Club of 
Bendigo Sandhurst, Vic, has donated 
approximately 13 tonnes of baby clothing 
and blankets to Timor Leste mothers and 
children, the handiwork of around 500 
knitters across Victoria and NSW.

The club estimates more than $1 
million has been contributed based on 
the cost of the wool used alone, not to 
mention the hundreds of thousands of 
hours put in by volunteers turning yarn 
into garments and bedding.

Items are distributed through 
maternal  and chi ld heal thcare 
centres in Timor Leste, incentivising 
involvement in vaccination programs, 
antenatal and infant care, and parental 
support and guidance. The demand for 
woollen garments may seem strange 
from afar due to Timor Leste’s mostly 
tropical climate, however, those who 
live in hillside towns such as Maubisse 
experience much colder weather than 
the rest of the nation.

The Bendigo Maubisse Friendship 
Committee supports the shipment of 
these garments around three times a 
year. For 10 years now, the Friends of 
The Bendigo Art Gallery have assembled 
the garments, which are then baled 
and stored by Quality Wool Bendigo 
prior to shipment to Timor Leste. At 
the Timor Leste end, the local Carmelite 
Sisters and the provincial administrator 
in Maubisse ensure the deliveries reach 
their desired destinations.

Recently, the project came under 
threat when the premises loaned by 
Radius Enterprises, which were used 
for sorting and storage, became 
unavailable after the disability agency 
entered into administration.

The Rotary Club of Eaglehawk, Vic, 
came to the rescue, offering use of 
its nearby Mechanic’s Institute Hall in 
California Gully. The Rotary Club of 
Bendigo Sandhurst built a new shed on 
the grounds, with assistance from the 
City of Greater Bendigo, while Tim Miller 

KNITTING FOR A CAUSE

Rotary Club of Bendigo Sandhurst is 
more than happy to offer assistance 
by  sha r ing  i t s  t emp la te .  Fo r  
more information, please contact  
Patti Cotton on 03 5443 0347 or 
cotton@vic.chariot.net.au; or Ray 
Carrington on 0417 502 349 or  
tulip@netcon.net.au.

ABOVE: Rotary Club of Bendigo Sandhurst 
volunteers hard at work producing and sorting 
blankets for Timor Leste mothers and children. 
(Photos: Glenn Daniels, Fairfax Syndication)

Electrical, 2D Plumbing & Gas, and Bolts 
& Fasteners assisted with its fitout.

The project’s champion, Patti Cotton 
OAM, says the project has been made 
possible by the generosity of many, 
however, she reserves special praise 
for the knitters, without whom the 
project would not exist. Some elderly 
participants devote a portion of their 
pension to buy a few balls of wool 
each week, as well as their time and 
skills to create garments for people 
they will likely never meet.

Patti believes Rotary’s involvement 
has been critical to the knitting 
project’s success. 

“All the supporters know we will 
treat the garments with respect, and 
they arrive in the place they’re meant to 
be. The containers are locked up here 
and safely opened in Timor Leste.”

If your club would like guidance 
on setting up a similar project, the 
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FOR the first time, Rotary is working 
with the Department of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade in the Solomon Islands to 
deliver a targeted aid program. 

Analysis has determined the key 
impediment to economic growth in 
the Solomon Islands is weak human 
resource capacity and a persistent 
shortage of skilled labour. A 2014 
labour market analysis confirmed the 
current pool of skilled workers is failing 
to meet industry demand. More local 
jobs would be created if the quality of 
labour supply were improved.

As a result, the Skills for Economic 
Growth program has been developed 
to create an industry-led and demand-
driven training system to produce 
quality graduates. The program is 
establishing Provincial Training Delivery 
pilots based in Malaita and the 
Western provinces. These will focus on 
courses aligned to provincial economic 
development priorities. 

Rotary has begun taking teams, 
registered with RAWCS as project 
volunteers, to build and refurbish 

UP-SKILLING ISLANDERS 
FOR GROWTH

buildings for these training centres. 
A recent team of 14 drawn from the 

Rotary clubs of Redcliffe, Rockhampton 
Fitzroy, Cairns, Wombye, Balmoral 
and Gladstone South in Queensland, 
and Mt Albert, Surrey Hills and Lang 
Lang in Victoria, travelled to Tabaka 
in the Western Province. They worked 
on what will become hospitality 
and tourism education facilities, 
constructing a model motel room, 
commercial kitchen, restaurant and 
two traditional classrooms at a total 
cost of $AU67,000. 

Tabaka trainees will all be “push 
outs” – students who had parents 
who could no longer afford to send 
them to school or failed an exam. 
In the Solomon Islands, failure of an 
exam between Grade 7 and 12 means 
you may no longer attend class. 

The team made a strong effort to 
leave skills behind among the 12 local 
male and female apprentice carpenters 
and electricians who assisted with the 
building effort. Two of the apprentices 
have been offered the contract to 

build two new teacher houses, such 
was their enthusiasm and rapid uptake 
of the skills taught by the team. Others 
will be working with AusAid on 
building solar panels and toilet blocks. 

The next Rotary bui lding job 
will take place at Visale Beach in 
March 2018, to construct another  
commercial kitchen. 

Further to building work, there is 
scope for Rotary to supply qualified 
people to up-skill students in the field 
of their trade. Smaller teams will travel 
over for these trips for two- to three-
week stints. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade will also target quality 
improvements in skills training at the 
Solomon Islands National University, 
and work towards creating a national 
qualifications authority. This will 
allow education to be benchmarked, 
allowing businesses to employ the 
right staff for the job, as well as 
permit individuals to work more easily 
in different areas of the islands and 
internationally. 

Two apprentices with Tom Stewardson, of the Rotary Club of South Gladstone, Qld, left, and John Dillon, of the Rotary Club of Woombye Palmwoods, 
second from right, who have worked with project manager Terry Daley, of the Rotary Club of Rockhampton Fitzroy, Qld.
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A LACK of water and road transport 
was not going to stop Warkworth 
Rotarians providing new ablution 
facilities for a Vanuatu school on the 
brink of closure.

In 2016, the Rotary Club of 
Warkworth, NZ, was alerted by then-
MP for the area and member of the 
Rotary Club of Port Vila that the Port 
Quimi Junior Secondary School, on Epi 
Island, Vanuatu, was in danger of being 
closed down due to the poor condition 
of the shower and toilet facilities. This 
would place the education of 100 
boarding boys and girls receiving 
schooling there in jeopardy. 

Warkworth Rotarians Peter Johns 
and Jon Nicholson travelled to inspect 
the situation first-hand to see if their 
club could help remedy the situation.

The club liaised with school staff 
and the Vanuatu Ministry of Education 
to discover a practical solution to the 
infrastructure issues. Due to the lack 
of water for concrete construction, 
and road transport to get building 
materials to the site, it was decided 

CREATIVE THINKING 
SAVES VANUATU SCHOOL 

FROM CLOSURE

to prefabricate a rain catchment roof 
and the ablution buildings out of 
galvanised steel in Warkworth and 
ship the knocked down buildings to 
the site. The club also provided tanks 
to increase water storage by 6000 
litres – necessary to provide water for 
the new toilets and showers. Then-MP 
Robert Bohn, Chief John Supo and 

the school headmaster Mr Charlie Tari 
were invaluable with their support, 
both financial and practical. 

The Warkworth club now has the 
detailed plans for these structures, 
which can in future be pre-cut in 
any sheet metal workshop where 
galvanising is available.

Funds were raised from District 
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IN collaboration with Solar Buddy, 
the Rotary Club of Kenmore, Qld, 
part of District 9600, organised Year 
6 students to assemble 134 solar 
powered study lights for school 
children in Papua New Guinea. 
District 9600 has a long international 
reach, as it also covers 12 Rotary 
clubs in PNG, two in the Solomon 
Islands and one in Nauru.

The effort  was part  of the 
Buddy2Buddy program, which 
allows a child to gift light to another 
child living without electricity. The 
program teaches students about 
solar technology and how such lights 
can change lives where homes do 
not have mains electricity. 

A mere 20 per cent of the PNG 
population is able to utilise regular 
electricity, mostly in large towns. 
Many remote communities only 
have toxic kerosene lighting or 
potentially dangerous campfires to 
light their nights, limiting school 
children’s ability to read or do their  
homework safely. 

Students write a small note about 
themselves to send along with the light 
to their PNG counterpart, fostering 
cross-cultural understanding. Project 
leaders Brian Becconsall and Kyle 
Gimpl are keen to support local 
students in their understanding of 
sustainable development, as well 
as foster international linkages with 
neighbouring countries. 

Students at Our Lady of the Rosary 
Primary School in Kenmore, not 
only assembled and charged the 
lights, but also fundraised money 
to purchase the components, which 
was matched by the Rotary Club  
of Kenmore. 

The first shipment was sent to 
Manari Community School and 
Efogi 2 Elementary School, where 
around 130 children are enrolled. 
Both are located along the Kokoda 
track, where there are no roads or 
electricity – the only access is by 
plane, helicopter or walking. 

To organise a similar program in a 
school near you, visit solarbuddy.org.

LIGHT FOR PNG 
STUDENTS

9910, Rotary District 9910 Cyclone 
Pam appeal, RNZWCS, The Harold 
Thomas Trust and the Rotary clubs of 
Port Vila, Norfolk Island and the club’s 
own account. The Rotary Foundation 
World Fund provided a matching 
global grant of NZ$68,700. 

The administration of the project 
was carried out by Keith Day from the 
Rotary Club of Kerikeri, NZ. Mahurangi 
Sheet Metal and Engineering Ltd, 
Peter’s old business, kindly allowed 
the Warkworth Rotarians to use 
their workshop and machinery to 
assemble the structures. NZ Steel 
and Tube assisted with the steel and 
transporting 10 tonnes of materials to 
Vila. Harts Pharmacy contributed the 
requirements to keep the team fit and 
working while away. 

Peter and Jon then travelled to Vila 
to assemble the structures onsite, with 
the help of school staff, students and 
local villagers over three weeks. 

Everyone was thrilled with the 
results, which opened to great local 
fanfare. The headmaster, Mr Tari, who 
was the key person in the successful 
outcome of this project, has since 
developed a number of health and 
hygiene teaching units around the new 
facilities. The education will hopefully 
allow students to spread the principles 
in their home villages and wherever 
else their futures take them. 

A more detailed description and 
photos, with comments on the 
reasoning behind the methods used, 
can be seen on the Facebook page 
“Vanuatu Ablution and Rain Catchment 
Project”, created progressively during 
the construction visit.

“The headmaster, Mr Tari, 
has since developed a 
number of health and 
hygiene teaching units 

around the new facilities.”


