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HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
ROTARACT! 
Rotaractors, Rotaract alumni and Rotarians came 
out in force to celebrate Rotaract’s 50th birthday 
at events across the nation.

THE national celebration took place at the stylish 
Ovolo hotel on Darling Harbour, NSW, attracting 
over 100 guests from around Australia, as well 
as New Zealand. The “50 Shades of Red” theme 
saw attendees sport scarlet dresses, shoes, 
pocket squares and ties, as a nod to Rotaract’s 
logo, which has shifted from crimson to fuchsia 
over the decades. 

In Canberra, ACT, the Rotaractors and 
Rotarians of District 9710 held festivities 
including a dinner and much-enjoyed boat 
picnic on Lake Burley Griffin. Further south, the 
Rotaract Club of Sandy Bay, Tas, hosted a 50th 
birthday complete with themed cake, and took 
the opportunity to induct three new members 
on what was a night to remember. 

In Western Austral ia,  the anniversary 
celebrations attracted 130 District 9465 and 
9455 Rotarians and Rotaractors, new and old. It 
was a chance to catch up with old friends and 
make new ones, as well as enjoy inspirational 
talks from Rotary speakers. A memorabilia 
display flashed back to Rotaract’s proud history 
in the state. 

South Australia’s Rotaract 50th took place 

at Adelaide Town Hall, where Rotaract was 
recognised in a Civic Ceremony hosted by the 
Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress for the work, 
past and present, Rotaractors have done in 
service to the community. A gala ball at the 
Adelaide Pavilion looked back at past projects 
and milestones, and also raised $5000 in funds 
for the Zahra Foundation assisting women 
and children experiencing domestic and family 
violence. The Rotaract Club of Yarra Ranges, SA, 
held their own birthday event, with focus on the 
End Polio Now campaign. 

“Joining Rotaract was initially a means of 
making friends with like-minded people,” past 
district governor John Campbell said, “but 
it became so much more when we saw the 
potential of what we could do for the world 
when we worked together.” 

John was the first member inducted after 
charter of the Rotaract Club of Edwardstown, 
SA, in 1972. 

“Some things change, but others stay the 
same. In the ’70s, we joined Rotaract wanting to 
leave a footprint in the sand. Today’s Rotaractors 
have the same goal.” 
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OPENING IMAGE: The 50 Shades of Red national Rotaract celebration. CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: District 9675 governor Stephen Britten, left, with 
DGE Sue Hayward and PDG Jennifer Scott; The national celebration, held at the Ovolo hotel on Darling Harbour, attracted over 100 guests from 

Australia and New Zealand; The 50th celebrations of the Rotaract Club of Sandy Bay, Tas, was a special day not just for the club, but for the three 
new members inducted during the event; 130 guests, including current Rotaractors, past Rotaractors and current Rotarians, attended the anniversary 
celebrations in Perth, WA; To celebrate the occasion the Rotaract Club of Yarra Ranges, Vic, put on a BYO share plate function and listened to special 

guests PDG Carol Lawton and husband Frank, from the sponsoring Rotary Club of Montrose and District, speak about their recent trip to India with the 
End Polio Now campaign; Rotaract University of Canberra, ACT, held a dinner open to all past and present Rotaractors from District 9710. 


