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While Schoolies Week has become a rite 
of passage for many Australian school 

leavers, a growing number of young 
people are foregoing the annual party, 

choosing instead to participate in a 
week of character-building  

volunteer work abroad.

SCHOOLIES GO 
GLOBAL TO HELP 

CHANGE LIVES
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The Rotary Club of Greenhil ls-
Maitland, NSW, includes Schoolies 
and exchange students in their Rotary 
Nondugl Jiwaka Province PNG Project 
in the Western Highlands of Papua 
New Guinea. The project aims to 
improve the education of locals by 
providing educational equipment 
and school buildings, such as for 
staff accommodation. It also provides 
hospital equipment to improve medical 
treatment available to the community. 

The students work for two weeks 
in the local school assisting teachers, 
playing sports with students and 
preparing meals. They also help in 
the health clinic, with duties such 
as cleaning. Funds to assist with the 
students’ transport are facilitated 
through a RAWCS project. 

One exchange student from Norway 
enjoyed the experience so much she 
returned the next year with her father 
to volunteer, then both her father 
and mother in the following year; 
her parents funding all of their costs 
to participate. Her mother is now a 
district governor nominee and her 
club in Norway, the Rotary Club of 
Nesodden, has become involved in 
supporting the project. 

SCHOOL 
LEAVERS 
ASSIST PNG 
DENTAL 
PROGRAM

In 2018, the Rotary Club of 
Greenhills-Maitland is planning to have 
Schoolies and exchange students work 
on the Paul Tunn Memorial Dental Clinic 
Project. In 2015, it was identified that 
40,000 children in the Jiwaka province 
lacked access to dental care. To address 
this, the club established a dental clinic 
in March 2016, with the support of 
provincial government, focused on 
preventative tooth care. 

Volunteers support the dentist team, 
composed of Dr Mengzhu Wang, Dr 
Ivan Crnkovic, Dr Ramesh Sivabalan, 
Dr Mun Jong and Dr Adrian Sebastian, 
who travel from Sydney to provide 
their expertise. 

The project is named in honour of 
Paul Tunn, a highly respected member 
of the local community dedicated to 
making it a better place. Paul was 
president of the recently formed 
Rotary Club of Nondugl, Jiwaka, 
which was sponsored by Greenhills-
Maitland. He was involved in the early 
stages of the dental clinic, escorting 
the Australian planning trip in March 
2015. Tragically, Paul died in April 
2015 in a mini-bus accident along 
with 15 other people. 

Eight school leavers have been 
selected to take part in 2018, and 
they have already started fundraising, 
as well as receiving training.

“One exchange student 
from Norway enjoyed 

the experience so much 
she returned the next 
year with her father to 

volunteer, then both her 
father and mother in  
the following year.” TOP: Past Youth Exchange student Rebecca 

Bachman from Norway getting to know the 
locals. ABOVE: Exchange student enjoying a 
cultural experience. LEFT: Australian dentist Dr 
Ivan Crnkovic mentoring locally trained dental 
therapist Soma.
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‘LUCKY’ STUDENTS AID 
TIMOR LESTE VILLAGES

Since 2010, the Rotary Club of Margaret River, WA, 
has organised Alternative Leavers Week trips to Timor 
Leste. The Lions Clubs of Augusta, Margaret River and 
Cowaramup generously provide financial assistance 
towards funding this program.

The program aims to provide Year 12 students with an 
appreciation of how lucky they are to live in a country 
like Australia, and the opportunity to provide good, 
long-term outcomes for local villages by participating in 
projects identified in consultation with the village leaders.

The 2016 team of 12 students installed playground 
equipment in the village of Vili, Atauro Island, with 
on-ground assistance from the Rotary Club of Dili. They 
also distributed school equipment and toy donations 
provided by the Rotary Club of Darwin South. 

This year, 13 Year 12 students will travel to Atauro Island, 
Timor Leste, and will help to build a community kitchen in 
the village of Beloi. The Rotary Club of South Darwin, NT, 
is again providing sporting and school equipment, which 
the group will carry with them to Atauro Island. Students 
are very excited and keen to start work.
Lynne Warren
Co-team leader 2017

ELEVEN YEARS 
OF ALTERNATIVE 
SCHOOLIES

In 2006, the Rotary Club of Kerang, Vic, was challenged 
by a teacher from Kerang to develop an alternative 
option for students to celebrate the end of secondary 
school. He was concerned about the negative impact 
the more traditional Schoolies program had. He felt 
Rotary was in a great position to make this happen. The 
challenge was set.

In 2007, the first team was put together – 10 students 
and eight leaders. The club’s first thought was, where to? 
They decided on Cambodia after learning that the Rotary 
Club of Horsham East had been supporting the Tabitha 
Foundation there. They felt this would provide a great 
community service option for the team and, 10 years on, 
it has proved so, as they continue to support this NGO.

A Northern Territory teacher is an integral part of 
the team, with both Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
students from Darwin and rural and remote communities 
participating in the program each year. This has added a 
unique dimension to the teams as it gives youth, whose 
paths would otherwise never cross, the opportunity to 
come together to support a project benefiting others. 

The teams have provided over 150 families with new 
houses; almost 500 health/school packs to children 
and families; supplied rice and other food sources to 
more than 200 families and been a major part of the 
development of a sustainable, organic food program in 
partnership with the local Agricultural Research Farm via 
its scholarship program.

This year’s team, the 11th, includes 16 students and 
five leaders, which makes a total of almost 320 students 
who have participated in the program. The program 
won the Weekly Times Regional Achievement Award 
for Community Service in 2011. Other Rotary clubs have 
used the model to develop their own program, adapting 
it to their club and community needs.

From little things – big things grow!

The team celebrates after clearing approximately four acres of jungle 
in preparation for the building of an Agricultural School in Siem Reap.
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NEPAL TRIP HELPS STUDENTS MATURE 
For the past three years, the Rotary 
Club of Orange Daybreak, NSW, has 
run The Real Schoolies in Nepal. 

Inspiration for the program came 
from the Sydney Rotary International 
Conference, when Rotary clubs in 
Victoria shared their program taking 
school leavers to Cambodia. 

Club member Mary Brell had been 
leading teams of teachers, health 
workers and builders to work on 
Rotary Global Grant-funded projects 
in Nepal to improve education and 
health in local communities. She 
had established contacts through 
the travel company Hike Himalaya 
Adventure to help host the program. 

In 2015, the program attracted 15 
students, which rose to 17 in 2016. 
This November, numbers almost 
doubled, with 32 HSC graduates 
departing for Nepal.

The students work in a Nepalese 
school for a week assisting with 
education, reading, speaking 
to students,  p lay ing cr icket, 

painting and building. They also 
undertake jungle-type activities 
in Chitwan National Park and go 
for a three- to four-day trek in the  
Annapurna Range. 

Some students elect to remain for 
an extra week to become involved 
in the Rotary Club of Orange 
Daybreak’s school project in Maidi 

Village. Students are required to 
raise $200 each, which is used to 
assist the school. 

“Being in Nepal brings out the 
best version of yourself. You really 
appreciate how truly privileged 
we are in Australia in terms of 
our education, sanitation and 
daily lifestyle,” 2015 participant 
Lizzie Bilton said. Lizzie has gone 
on to become manager of the 
Schoolies program through Hike  
Himalaya Adventure. 

“The trip has impacted on me 
in many ways, helping me mature, 
reflect and grow as an individual. 
I was part of something much 
bigger than Schoolies in Australia. 
It was something that impacted 
and benef i ted other people, 
not just myself,” Schoolie Fleur  
Connick said. 

The program will run again in 
2018. Further information can be 
obtained by contacting Mary Brell 
via marybrell@keystosuccess.com.au.

“The trip has impacted 
on me in many ways, 
helping me mature, 

reflect and grow as an 
individual. I was part 
of something much 

bigger than Schoolies 
in Australia. It was 

something that impacted 
and benefited other 

people, not just myself.”

Schoolies at Mayoral Reception with Mayor Reg Kidd.

2017 Schoolies 
with State MP Phil 
Donato Member 
for Orange.


